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This was the bank capital for a po 
bank capital for the city of Ale 





pulation of 


xandria, With a population of 
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8,459, was $660,000. That for Georgetown, with a populatior 
f 7 is $155,000. The aggregate population of the Dis- 
trict 1s forty-three thousan id of bank capital $2,254,000. 

Mr. BAYAKD then entered into a history of the banks of the 
District, and relerred to the various Cc arters and acts extending 
these charters, {rom time to time, and dwelt at considerable 
length upon the circumstance inder which the act of 1838 
was passed by Congress, in view of the suspeusion of the New 

rk banks. The last ot ucts expiredin 1840, during the 
| In Which the struggle and diftitulties in reiauon t 
those institutions Were so Conspicuou Nearly | 
of the expiring charters a paruculat act Was passed, nding 
their existence to It was under rov f 

renewal that the cerulicates now cot 
ied ol by l 





the Senator from Ohio, were issued, 








He read the several provisions of the act; aad 1ef ] to the 
fourth section as the authority under whic certif 8 
are issued. The banks were prohibite process 
winding up, from issuing notes or certificat € to hearer; 
butexpressly authorized to Issue certificates of deposite of mo- 


ney or property by thes ockholders, under obligation to return 
it. He read one of these notes to show that it was in confor- 


mity with the fourth section of the act 











He dented that this was any viola ion of the act: and asked, 
was the bank to be blamed if the people of the District, under 
the contingent circumstances in which they found themselves 


placed with 1egard to the deprecia 
were oppressee, to take these i 
ference to the small note currency of banks and individuals 
with whose responsibility they were wholly ainted? 
Hi I ld grow 


! currency with which tt 
certificates of d 








posite in pre- 








unacqd 
yuld na’ see what object 
of this piivilege. 

The next pot of: posed by the Senator is, whether 
these banks haveacted upon a certain circular purporting to be 





lon cou out Of the 


juiry pr 








issued by one of the officers of the banks sy he [Mr. Bay- 
ARD]} contended, was an expedient authorized by the provision 
of the act he had quoted. der the spirit of the act of August, 
1841, these banks are prohibtted, after the 4ih of March, trom 
prying oul any notes not re leemable in ¢ {and silve The 
deposites In those lasiitud ut ut to S687.000 Vihat isto 
be done with that money Could the banks return 1 


same fuuds that re receive 














Phis sum w nade up of de- 
posites received for convenience of the positors. Ta 
effect of coercing the banks to pay ut beter funds than th 
rec ved would be to de} ® habitants of ie Dist 
of any place of security for leposite of their mone 
avoid this inconvience, the permit one of their Officers 
to make use of the bank vaults for the safekeeping of the 
funds of such persous as prefer the security of the bank 
vaults, to the safety of their owncoflers This he considered 
was no such impropriety as was contended 


My. ALLEN interposed to set the 





nator rightas to the 1 











ture of the acts to which he referred; but the purpurtof his re 
marks was not distinctly understood 
Mr. BAYARD explained that, in 
which the Senator belonged ised i 
ordered them to wisd up; lit was unit 
Uatou Bank to go intoa state of juidatl 


bi a state ol liquidation when the ac 
u rizing them to resume b 
) hing but specie on the 


diy, (840, is made toapply to these 








toron Bauk of Georgetowa, The act was ma o exiend ta 

these six banks by the dratter of the law, to save the trou of 
‘paraie enactments Phe popu ation Of this Distr is forty- 

three thousand, and of that number. two thousand six hund 








i xty only are agriculturists 1 rest are all consumers, 
lrawing their supplies from New York, Philadelphia, &c, 
There is a debt constantly accruing agatost the dealey ere 





i they obtain for consumpuon Of the 





ealers are often Appointed in payment 























they would consequen ly be much con- 
sof the District, enabling them to pre 
road Iles the ulllity of the banks 
O respec ne in giving a er cur- 
V mill t Lif vO supply 
il nsumptio 
St redulre 1 the bank ’¥e pect 
7 They were require Pe 
nothing but gold and silver, or the aotes of specie-paying ba 
after the Ist Marehy I8i2. Ti ever have rein to pay 
thoic Swn issues in gold and silver, since the pa e of tha 
ict, 
Mr. BUCHANAN, from his seat, asked Mr. Baya if he 
had seen any of their not irculation} 
Mi. BAYARD said h inot. ‘There wos no " 
» issue of their nots riven ( upon them fort 
dia e redemption the m nt they 1 into iy 
withthe irredeemable currency pervadt t Distri But 
hadtihe District bank u heir notes redeemable in coi; y 
Ww uld have been so redeen d 
If the extension of u w sought were not era } er 
would be an end p rthe deposite sy Nn, sO Convenient to 
the inhabitants of the District d would also put an end to the 
business operations of the banks, so essential to conve nce 
of the deale lthrovch the » their customers, compris 
0 t ie Poy l I Distr 
Cougress pre Tedd to deny the uMunity of 
th e cany > The banks, he contenJed, 


we ye to this Community It 





was through their 





ail that the primary necessarte were procured. It could 
n 1 be expected tha the currency of the whole Union could b 
reformed by coerce) he banks ina little dist. iet of ten mile 
square, to du what other banks were excused from doi The 
power of the Federal Comstitution, jiversally pplie 1 to con- 
the currency institutions of the whole Union, ecauld alone 
accompl sh the reform which all seemed £0 anxious to Insvre 
He contended that there was no general principle of law that 


was not obliged sometimes, In particular instances, to 





yield to 
peculiar circumstances, and become subject to ex¢ epluions 
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He contended that it wasimpossible for 
tinue their business and issue their own paper | ayabie In 
cie in payments; all they ask Is an extension of the privilege, 
not of issuing irredeemable paper, but of paying out in 
samme currency they receive. 

Mr. ALLEN renewed his motion to 
and stated that he wou 
s ructions, 


Mr. WRIGHT as 


moment. 


e banks to con- 





bill on the table 


erecommit it with in- 


ay the 
le . a 
| afterwards ask 


ly ' . 
eu the Senator t 


» suspend his moti 








Mr. ALLEN explained that itwas his desire to obtain the 
vote first his motion to lay on the table. He would then 
with a view of bringing the whole merits of the subject before 
the Senate, move to recommit tie bill, He called for the yea 
and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken on laying the bill on the ta 


and resulted as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Bu 
King, Linn, MeRoberts, smith 1 
pan, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, at Wright—15 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay ird, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, Clayt Evans, Graham, Kerr, Man Mil- 





shanan, Calhoun, Fulton 
of Connecticut, Sturge 








on, 

















ler, Morehead, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—21. 

So the Senate refused to lay the bill on the t¢ , 

Mr. ALLEN now moved to recoimmit the bill with 1 
structions, In conformity with the foregoing resolution 
And Mr. ALLEN proceeded tosay thatthe merits of the bill be- 
fore the Senate, could not, in the least degree, be Ibv the 
motion which he had made, the bill of acharacter which 





admits of noamendment. The Senate 
well aware of the eondition of the 
Columbia, and it must be equally well aware of iis ow! 
responsibility in relauion tothe condition of that currency 
banks of the District ha! suspended specie payments, or, to 
speak more plainly, had refused to 5 ty their debts in 1837 
common with the other banks throughout the « 


Subsequently to that time, they had applied 


beheved, must be 
currency of the District of 








Cor 


to gress over 
and over again, fora renewal of their charters, which, in the 
mean time, had expired The applicati of theirs, on 


ion, were defeated by the impert 


sition of a Senator upon that 





more than one oce 


inflexible opy 


bleand 








under no circumstances, give way to § hatch of banks, 
vhich were ina no'orious state of su hat very time. 
hat Senator was himself A ore chance was, about that 
time, pr lucedin the public counci's of the country No ma 
ter howort 1 ans 1 wasaccomy hed, a party ¢ 

Into power, for the hi ne, swayed the major 





the two Houses of Congress, and, atthe very first é 

Congress, under the new Administration, the charters of these 
banks were renewed, the bank belng in an 
admitted state of suspension. And they were alsorenewed even 
by the present Congress, but with the express ;-roviso that they 
should secure the payment oftheir bills in specie, and that up n 
their | with the requisiti } 





them yes then 








non-compliance ms ot } 


lis proviso, 






they were to forteit their charters at was that proviso for? 

It was inserted for the purpose « luding the pape f the 

suspended, broken, pon specie paying banks from this Distric 
*rted for the pur of removing evils, the existence 
umiger Of Walch every ! i im it was 1 ed 
iro yfeat pu Cc ¢ im if wasl ¢ ed t! . 





limit the period for which these i full 
lood itseif of t 


banks 





their ravages u]} 
peal for rec harteri 

upon the avowal that 
pe r of the ended banks of tt 
wi exc 


my Line i 


these 





: adj 





the e an usive currency ol is Distric 













































appeal they made their way through Cougress, and ob 
the renewalof their charters. But there was another proviso 
incorporated in-the bill, and that proviso was, thatthe banks 
might pay out aml dealin the paper of the vended banks of 
the adjoining States fora given period of time, and that time 
was until the first day of the present month. Pending the last 
proviso, it was urge over and over again, upon the Senate, 
that this proviso neutralized the first with regard to the bank 
mylng specie upon their own no hey were allowed 
o issue and dea the paper suspended ks 
that, under the operation of thi t we confine 
their dealings solely to the latter dese: 1 Ppaper, which 
would pount to a Virtual pel their part It was 
predicted, and it required no degree of foresicht to 
pere ve, that such wo 1 he ne re hat the eff would 
rexelu vel ng ti ving b paper n 
{ » rict wuthoriz them j in ey r f ; 
; fed hant On the to hand this  w eni and 
tv ud tha hetwot Vi N © he i ré t he 
hant ) rid of ft non-spve + " foe . ! 
banks thant po ) he ‘ va it Sena 
tors lim ! its duratio Othe explratio t the day 
March, I8t2 
According tot v there was to be ha ed ithe D 
rictevervithi ik preciated p r. Well, the f of Marct 
ame, and l t so ft ! bt lent ’ 
vilow the b 710 CO elr erat ’ 0 int 
uno he alt v t un commit } 
ha A when would t am nents 
set N r, while t Nenate w i ne to 
1a ) ver lhy ? VW Ww } 
mena cease ta t 1 i fa i he 
ba ’ N Vv ) 1 1 Ml 1 ! k 
in orderto obtain, W reasona i hat th 
vaanks would addre é me ara t rthe S eat the 
iration of t WW wed, which the epeatedly 
rvu scome W ' i € ‘ } it W MM 
’ bserved the honorable Pp po wd i ly ad 
uced rmer | eit Senate in I eras a 
merece two W 0 ve and para e wisdom of 
Congress in I8tl, as empli I he exte t e bank 
eharters, which, ding to the Senator, she hea suffi 
cient reason to Induce Cungress to pursue me course 
now, 
Mr. BAYARD abs lto be tem- 





porary merely 


lanai 
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Mr. ALLEN proceeded. That would m 
“ne banks have nothing 
two Heuses of Congress, 





ceno difference. 
their advocates to the 
represent that their interests re 
quire anextension or continuance of their charters, And if 
thgir reasoning be good now, it would be equally good at any 
future period, andso long as it was permitted to prevail, so 
ld they continue to plunder the poorer people of the 
There was one thing which he had noticed in this 
, With sorrow and regret: the banks had been dog- 
£ for five or six years past, and urging to beena 
bled to continue their system of plunder, by putting in circula- 
t irredeemab!e ik paper, and as often as these applications 
had been made, they had been seen thronging the lobbies of the 
Senate Chamber, those who were interested In the suc- 
cess of the banks—thuse persons who were seeking for the 
plunder of the poor—not those who were prepared to advocate 
the cause of the plundered community, but exclusively bank 
officers and bank retainers : and that which astonished him 
more than all wasto see the 40.000 inhabitants of this District 
remain so perfectly quiet and inert at a time when their inte- 
rests were so vitally concerned, withoutcalling a single meet- 
ing, without p memorial, without taking the 
allest step, or making the stnallest effort to second the exer- 
;ofthose who were stu to give them a sound in- 
stead ofa worthle currency. It fully established to his mind 
which the banks had acquired over the 
ty; it was melancholy to reflectthat to such an 
hey reduced by the operations of these bankers 
shavers, thatthey have no energy or confi- 
ough tomake the very blood cur- 
} ate to which they were re- 
\ apathy which resulted from that condition But 
let a few public meetings be hel 





to do but send 
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BIX 








senting a single 








Se 





solute domini 






ire commun 
exiremilty were 
and brokers at 
dence left. It wa 


die inane’s vel 





aimost et 





to benoid line 





duced, a 


1, let Petitions he presented 















to Congress, Jet the entrances to your Capitol be thronged by a 
crowd of determined, and spirited, and iesolute citizens, crying 
aloud in the largu of oppressed freedom, and Congress 
would not dave toclose their ears against their appeals. But 
he was grieved tosee that they were entirely quiescent while 
he bank office the presidents, the cashiers, the directors and 
t} wkholders—were most assiduously engaged from day to 
d leavoring to promote their individual interests and for- 














ir private schemes, passing ther ves off, ail the 

while the very people whom it is their interest to plun- 
der. The people mean while—the people who sut- 
fer, the community upon whom these vampyres feed, 
are lost sight of, forgotten, neglected by those whose 
iar duty it is, by virtue of the high statio which they 

by virtue of tke solemn objigation which rests upon 





ators, to guard an 
country in wh 
not so; there the 


1 protect their Interests, In that part 
ived, he was happy to say @t was 


system of annual elections prevailed, and the 


th he 











whole community were ever watchful of their interests; they 
took ¢ special care that they shouid neither be trifled with nor 
neglected. It was a country of freemen, a community full of 
intelligence and philanthropy. These men possessed farms, 
were not ashamed to cultivate them; their houses 
abodes of comfort and plenty, and their homes and 





andi their hearts were alike the retuge of the oppressed. The 
same argumei which have bee » euccessiully employed 
here, as oftenas Con ets, in favor of this everlasting sus- 
per mof thet 3 ced over and over again there; 
but the people were not in such complete bondage: they were 


sot held in such ab 


‘lute subjection by the banks; the y carried 








the question into their elections; they required the sentiments 
of the people to be promulgated upen that particular subject, 
previous to the elections, and required not only an expression 
of views and opinio but they demanded an assurance that 


those whom they returned to repress 


thern and sustain their intere 
rtunities of the banker 


ut them, should stand by 
tsrather than succumb to the im. 
This littl communtty with her 

















1,609,000 souls, her 500,000 voters, and her’unflinching pur- 
pose to stand by what is right, offered to the banks the 
alternative of complying with the requisitions of the 
law. or of ceasing to act. But as soou as it was found 
that there was a majority in her Legislature who 
ad the ho ty tostand upin hos ility agaist the robberies 


Mstliulons. he 





moment this became 
1solemn convention In the very capi- 
was sitting, under the eye of that Le- 

very moment when the clerk was 

‘ the bill which compelled them to re- 
They passe la resolution declaring that they 


ise 





yuld and would resume specie payments; when, but a few 
mame before, they had brought forward a sulemn declara ion 
that they cou!d t resus ° 

Mr. ALLEN here read t r} mm to which he had refer- 






red Now suppose the L lature had then ven Way, as it 

















is | here. what would have been the consequence? 
Th yoftnabiity to resume specie payments weuld 
have agai mnmy lin the very face of the fact at under the 
influence « im wunued fraud, the bai.ks were running 
flown on the ri the left, and putting it still furthes 
ut of their po t their liabilities tothe public. The 
hiatory of bank suspensions in the United States would be one 
f the most instructive narratives which could be placed before 
the public; mould convey, if properly considered, one of the 





nost useful | ns that could po y be conveyed to the mind 
The disclosure of the secrets of 
ractised for a few years past, would 
volumes upon banking which had 
country Orin Great Britain. Let 
a short review, commencing at the 
in May, 1837. Every 
tution, which demanded from the Legisla 
ture tie privilege of suspension, based their application upon 


ory Citize 


1 of the Union 








K Suspensions 


itary 


wanking inst 





stalement publicly veclared, that they did desire to suspend, 
not because they were unable to redeem their notes, but be- 
canse the banks somewhere else had suspended 


They invariably persisted in declaring that they were able 
to redeem their notes; that they were willing to redeem them; 
and that the reasons for desiring lo suspend were not to be found 
within themselves, but in the circumstances that the banks 
elsewhere had suspended. And they also declared another 
thing, in which they were equally honest and sincere, that th 











t 
t 




















rary, that it would last but 
ior6 banks, which they de- 








suspension, acting in good faith 

Wa 1 I ne ey would resume. Every 

Rena ese facis; and now the question 18 
W j vruat , aud resun it the peri 

fix I a | ! } ation of the 

i A { rre which was called 

u inh 13] ] it Was found that aif 

no v a : pro lon of the 

Ww ' ! I 2 id not 

y he ¢ mstrea 

a i i he banka, and 

' hey had re e¢ Government to the 

t i < produted a so 

’ Whole ind although, by 

i ra i evil had been 

i i it tiv i cy, yet mien were 


Owerlu li their places, with the 
i ve to these very 























| I fo seize upon 
i . i ne ubeer any ther 
a i were done by a foreign 
ene y, a eized upon it, there 
Ww \ were ify the act—an 
h ra ra rve 1 to be exe- 
c i mminious fate had 
th i hy Re; , Where patriots 
wit ich utors of In- 
2 li v I of a trea- 
i i ‘ it act had found 
W ing i af Lit i ossible to 
i e country nit was 
w ul ich laws as served 
é wie , In the work of 
' I he Stare uid they were now 
a v red tO pas after thei 
° vied for all this length of 
L i ind shamefully revolted 
4 i th wuiled Community; 
the 1 stry and the 
1 y and with this admission 
. ’ in mspensions are the 
¢ ‘ er W h mis groaning, they were 
r $3 Lue power Of sus- 
| j i requires that they shall 
4 f . i uiks to suspend, to all 
l It was a 1 by nator on the other 
tt , ‘ cle pavi paper oul; and 
y 1 y hel own notes, but the 
) i nit tes, they were 
‘ 6 ol rovisi slaw, whichim- 
eming their notes in spe- 
i m1, and consequently 
‘ { y 
r ) ar ] { bel eved, 
0 J i line it be perpetrated 
Ww youd reach of the laws 
ofl te 
Wi fore the Senate, 
possessed a power 
{ v— at the example 
“ t y imitation in all inferior 
Levi ion on this subject, sus- 
' ! vy an ex ample 
y \ it home, were 
co if i ‘ easnies for foreme, 
t i deliberately violate 
whatt ' \ y authorizing a continu- 
i surse Which was so uni- 
ally i ! whole country. But the 
Ss Ins f } iid there was compara- 
velv no Is District; that there was no work 
me her at no prod i; well, then, what use had 
they for ksa I view advanced by the Sena- 
{ f, b were essary: if no business was 
ransa ! wil hie District; if debating in the two 
Houses of Tress, a € writing in the public departments 
] WwW 
Mr. BAYARD 0 e Senator would allow 
him to sta ur wh he if used. He had said, 
t thatthere wa hei ut that there was no 
prod ‘ 1 y¥ W | ble the District to meet 
waccu ! 


sary articles of con- 





1 necessarily, as 





2» Di re ree to the banks for tem- 
Pp rary 
Mr. ALLYN W iment amounts only 
» tt hi ; done, the more use there 
for v ! 1 reasoning, +there is 
nmit ef the Rocky 
M tat New York. Sir, continued Mr. 
4 | y ! it it is the commercial 
\ ( ! essily for bank- 
} juestion now is, 
Wing them to conti- 
e vith a full knowledge 
y it th 
i = 1] 
W 
‘ } ' 
I ,a a 
T rmer 
! ‘ 
’ lo 
eet fort? i 
I i 
lero Mr. A 
It h iT paying out, 
Lny , s ived, by all the other 
banking insti 1s allow them to putin 
cir ato prec i i contradiction in 
express terms ’ kind. And what is 
te fact? Ir moa reciated paper which they are in t! 
habit of issuing? : W | 


> recorciled with the 


course prescribed to them by the ac nator then having 
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fallen into an egregious error in reference to this matter, may 
have been equally mistaken wit! regard to the other facts. 
Anil Kye (Mr. ALLEN) hoy ed the honorable Senater would see 


the propriety of wathdrawi his earnest advocacy of this 
bill, 

He had not intended to go into a discussion of the question of 
he general currency; he did not consider ii necessary todo so; 


he believed that the bill would pase; yes, it would pass, and fot 
the reason, the simple, the sole,butit seemed the omnipotent 
the banks desire its passage! Like the reason as- 
on another occasion, by a certain great man, when he 
to express the predominance of his authority over all 

ier, the cause, said he, is to be f wWinmy will. This bill 
Musi Pass, e cause, that it is the will of those 
persons who are interested in those bar ks. This must satisfy 
the Senate. The Ides of March are come—such 1s the will of 
; remember, and ohey 

Sir, we are in the most remarkable position that a Legislature 
ever found itself placed in 


reason, that 


signed, 


desired 





and for the san 


the banket 





Having a Constitution, called, by 
ay of pre-eminence over all other obligations, the paramount 
organic law, which gives life te the Government itseli—a Con- 
stitution which was presented to us by ancestral hands, stream: 
ing with blood, and which was received by usas our highest 
blessing. In pursuance of the same spirit which actuated our 
fathers In presenting to us this invaluable document, we under 
took to uphold and defend it. One clauseof the Constitution 
expressly declares that Congreesshall coin money, and regulate 
the value of foreign coin 





nother clause declares that no State 
shall make any thinga legal tender, except gold and silver; and 
I take it for granted that no man willassert that Congressshould 
do what no State is permitted And yet, with this 
high resting upon us, we are called upon 
to make the paper of suspended banks a legal tender ipall the 
business transactions of the District. Did you not, in effect, make 
such papera legal tender, when you authorized these banks to 
issue thisirredeemable paper} Most assuredly. Did you not 
virtually abrogate that provision in the Constituuion which de 
clares ut nothing but gold and silver sha!l be a legal tender? 
Most assuredly. And you now propose to give a jurther contin- 


to do 


obligation 





uance to the violation of its provisions by again declaring this 
irredeemable paper equivalent tospecie. The very act which 
compels receive this paper as money—that 

declares it to be the paper of banks no- 
totoriously; broken of the suspended banks of Maryland 
and Virginia. Thisisthe state into which the people will be 
thrown by the passage of this act. You will sweep away by 

e fell stroke the gold and silver, and substitute in its place a 
hase currency of irredeemable paper. And you compel the 
people to receive this worthless paper, by that omnipotent co- 
ercing power which exists in Congress alone. By a long con- 
tinued course of error, by an uninterrupted habitude of crime, 
the mind becomes habituated to the contemplation and recon- 
ciled tothe practice. Such has been the case with regard to 
these bank suspensions for the last five or six years. They 
have produced upon the public mind the impression that it is 
better with fortitude and resignation to suffer 

‘Those ills they have, 
Than fly to others which they know not of.” 

Thelaw compels one citizen to receive the notes of another 
citizen who has previously declared that he will not redeem 
them. Itdeclares that A B shall take the notes of C D, who is 
authorized by the same authority of law to refuse the payment 
of those notes, 





the people to 
very act 


Sir, there is nothing to he found in the history of Jegislation 
that can compare with that which has prevailed with regard to 
banks for the last four or five years, Such a departure from 
that course of moral rectitude which should govern the actions 
of all men, and more especially those menin whom the nation 
is supposed to place unlimited confidence, standing as they do 
in the position of the friends of the people’s rights and interests 
ean find no example to justify it in the history of nations. The 
banks have, in fact, obtained a complete dominion over the 
wills of men, and their dictation has been exerted until the na- 
tion has crown sick with disgust. That great agricultural State 
of the West, Ohio—for he would again take leave to allude to 
her-—he had a right to speak in praise of that noble State—that 
State which he was proud to claim as his own—that State had 
exerted her great morai influence, and had coerced the banks 
within her own limits into resumption. She was nobly se- 
conded by Louisiana, that great granary or receiver for her pro- 
ductions. These States had set an example which would be 
highly conducive to the country’s prosperity, 1f it were followed 
unanimously. But pass this act, and those other large States, 
which are now wavering, will soon allow themselves to be led 
into the same acts of compliance with the binking interests, 
They will argue, as it has been betore argued, that surely the 
wisdom of the Senate of the United States conld not err. Sir, 
the banks will have to resume, notwithstanding the law may 
give them a license to suspend ad /ihitum. They will have to 
resume, all of them, under the influence of that law which ema. 
nates fromthe public will. They wil! have at last to yield to the 
laws of the public will, executed by the publicitself! When this 
rotten machinery of representation is set aside, and that strong 
and deen voice is heard the banks will take the alarm—they will 
seek public favor, they will make a merit of necessity, and re- 
sume atonce. It only requires thatthe public voice be heard 








andit | be obeye d. You y patch up the laws as much as 
you p e: you may wall in the District with bank paper, and 


the only effi ct would be to create the more urgentand impera- 
tive necessity fora return to specie payments. It is said this 
has become a party qnestion. Itis only a party question as 


between politicians; the people of this country are unanimous 


in favor of resumption. And they will have resumption. If 
they cannot have it by representation, they will have it by a 
stronger power, which vithin their ewn hands 

Sir, these outrages have be tolerated too long. We all 
know bow it has been in many of the States, even where the 


majar > professed to b 





in favor o 
»exert their fascir 
with the uncontaminated West, 


up like adamantine walls 


resumption 
vi0oNn ver a few. 
There the Demorracy 
spnrning all bank imnortunities— 


rve continued t 








giving to the world an illustrious example of legislative wisdom 
and legislative purity 

Mr. ALLENSaid he didnot 4 atter, 
toenter further into this discussion. He would, however, add 
one or two remarks with regard to the amount of circulation 
It was stated on the other side that these banks had annually 
d ne business to the amount of $2,000,000, and by excluding 
the branch drafts, there would only be left an amouat of buet- 
ness not exceeding $50,000 ; 


The object of the present bill was to exten] the duration of 


igen, at this stage of the n 


a 


the proviso contained in the act of 1541—that statutory proviso 
which the wisdom of Congre-s—ay, the wisdom—the Senator 
used the word wisdom in connecuion with banking legislation 
wisdom—and now the same wisdom, acting onthe criterion 
of its own former acts, is again to extend this proviso. But 
let us try the wisdom of Congress by another standard. When 
it limited the proviso to the first or March, because the wia- 
dom of Congress saw that there was a necessity for allowing 
some Ume mm order to get rid of the notes of other banks then 
on band. and now the wisdom of ¢ ress 18 appealed to, to 
nnut their former wisdom, which dec'ared that there 
should be a limitation of the time allowed to the banks for this 
purpose. He would forbear saying more at present. The bill 
was notin thre power of mort ilto prevent it, 











would pass. It 
Gentlemen would, no doubt, proceed in all honesty and since- 
rity in their volte upon this question, but the truth was, they 
had so long habituated themselves to contemplate bank suspen- 
sions with indifference, that it would be impossible to expect 
from them a difierent course. 

Mr. KERR next obtained the floor, and, without proceeding, 
yielded toa motion to adjourn; which was agreed to, 

* And the Senate, at four o’clock, adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 7, 1812. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Hon. Josepa L. Ware, of Indiana, who has, up to the pre- 
sent time, beer {at his distant home by serious indis- 
position, appeared this day, and took his seat. 

RATIO OF REPRESENTATION. 

On leave given, Mr. EVERETT laid on the table, with a view 
to have printed, an amendment to the Apportionment bill here. 
tofore reported from ihe select committee of which Mr. Eve 
RETY Was chairman; which amendment proposes to strike out 
(ihe ratio of ) 68,000, and insert 50.391, (constituting a House of 
305 members, voder which the present representation of no 
State will ba decreased :)-and (with a view to test the sense of 
the committee between a low and a high ratio) Mr. E. gave no- 
tice thathe will hereafier move to amend the amendment by 
striking out 50,391 and inserting 70,680, (constituting a House 
of 217 members ) 





detaine 











60,391 ; 70.680 

Maine . . 9 7 7,083 
New Hampshire - ° 5 4 1,854 
Massachusetts . . l4 10 | 30,899 
Rhode Island : 2 1 | 38,148 
Connecticut . 6 4 | 27,288 
Vermont” - . . 5 : } 92 
New York - . 8 | 12,151 | 34 | 25,799 
New Jersey . 7 19,306 5 19,636 
Pennsylvania . . 34 | 10,713 | 24 | 27,687 
Delaware - - . 1 | 26.652 1 | 6,363 
Maryland - : . 8, 30.996! 6) 10,044 
Virginia . 21 | 1,99) | 15 | 2 
North Carolina . . 13 9 9 | 18972 
South Carolina . - 9 4 6 | 39.503 
Georgia : . I] 3! 8 | 13,574 
Alabama - ° 9 } 6 | 65,263 
Mississippi - - 5 2} 41! 14,847 
Louisiana - : . 5 >| 4) 2310 
Tennessee 15 1 10} 49,186 
Kentucky - - . \4 1; 10 125 
i : p- 30 6 | 21 | 35,186 
Indiana - : . 13 2; 9| 49745 
llinois - . . 9 2 6{ 51,971 
Missouri” - . : 7 9 5 | 7,006 
Arkansas . . 1] 09 l 18,920 
Michigan 4 3 3 227 
05 \539,718 217 | 670,816 

1G 70 |; 808 





The amendment and table were ordered to be printed. 

On leave given, petitions and memorials were presented by 
the following gentlemen, and appropriately referred: 

Mr. FESSENDEN, of Maine, presented the petition of 
John Merryman and others, for a light-house on Mark island, 
Maine. 

Mr. WARREN, of Georgia 

Mr =HIELDS, of Alabama, [who presented a memorial on 
the subject of steamboat explosions, in connection with which 
memorial Mr 8. offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
canse an examination to be made of the inv ntion of Thomas 
S. Easton, forthe prevention of steam-boiler explesions, and 
the results of said examinations to be reported to this House, with 
such observations as mey seem to him tobe proper touching the 
efficacy of said invention, andits adaptation tothe accomplish- 
ment of the purposes Intended 

The resolution was modified atthe suggestion of Mr. W. W. 
IRWIN, so as to insert the words “together with anyother in- 
vention submitted to him.” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved that the 


the select 











memorial be referred to 
commitiee heretofore appol ted on the subject of 
steamboat navigation, and that it be printed. 

And it was ordered ace 

Mr. BARNARD asked 


tion heretofore of 


din 


V 





ave at thistime to offer the resolu: 
“1to be presented by him, but not received, 
atofthe Hall witha view tothe 


busine 





in relation to the rearr 
transaction of the public 

Ohiection was rade 

Mr. BARNARD acked the Speaker if it 5 
move a si 

‘The SPEAKER said no; 2 once was already en- 
gage'lin business under a suspensi n of the rule ordered on 
Friday last, to wit, the report of the Select Committee on the 
subject of the Cor ‘xpenses of the House 

GENERAL KRETRENCHWVENT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. GILMER, from the Select Committee on Retrenchment, 

ar pointed u: 1 of the House of June 17. 1841, 


angeme 





ld be in order to 


spension of the ru] 








tingent 





ra rescolutior 





rose and asked leave at thistime to makea report in part. 
No objeetion being made— 
Mr. G. pre sented a report in part, 
which concludes with the following resolution 


Resolved, That the Select Committee on Retrenchment have 


which was read,) and 


leave to sit during the sessions of the House, and power to send 21 
| 


for and examine persons aud papers 
The resolution was adopted without 

the report was ordered to be printed 
RETRENCHMENT REPORT. 


The unfinished business of Saturday . onder the suspension 


debate or division, and 








of the rule above relerre: d to) was the nth of the series of 
resolutions heretofore reported by Mr. Somers, from tig Se- 
lect Committee o; “hl. chme.t in the © oun t expenses 


of the House, and which (under its various n 
turday) read as follows: 

Resolved, That henceforth it shall be a standing rule of the 
House thata committee be appointed, consist { three mem- 
bers, to be demoninated the Commutee oa Prinu whose duty 
it shall be toexamine all papers, documents, maps, charts, and 
drawings of eve ry description whatever, which it may be pro- 
posed tv have printed, engraved, or liihographed, except mes- 

sages, re;Oris, and statemei's irom the vartous of'ces and De- 
partments of sage to be 
furnished the + ouse, reports from committees of the House, 
and bills and resolutions; and to re i 


,odifications of Sa- 

















he Government req iired by law oi 


wt whether, in their opinion, 
the public interest requires that such paper, document, map, 
chartor drawing, or other matter, sould be printed or pub- 
lished for the use of the House or the count id, for that pur 
pose, every such paper, document, or other matter, when pre- 
sented to the House, if asked to be printed, shal! be considered 
as referred to said committee, without any specific motion of 
reference; and no order to print or publish such n 


é 
7? 





ter shall be 
made by the House uuless an examination thereof, as aforesaid, 
syall have been previcusly made 

Which sai! resolution Mr. 
adding the following words: 

“And that no box, trunk, or chest, or anv other reec 
boxes, Or tin cases for maps, shall be herea 
public expense.”? 

The previous question had been ordered on § 
pending the qu 


had adjourne 





Arnotp had moved to amend by 


ptacle for 
er furnished at the 


urday, and, 
n, the House 


mon erdering the main quesu 


quesuon new recurring, ‘shall the main questicr 


2?” it was decided 





f ou the amendmen!) be now tak 
in the affirmative without a division. 
lon was ordered 


. ARNOLD simultaneously 





ked the 








yeas and mn endment: but thev were refuse 
And the affirma vi" mm theamendment having been taken 
by the Sp r- 


Me. SNYDER dema , 
ANDREWS of Kentucky 


uld be in order to move 





‘The SPE 


EAKER said ves; butit w 
tion vith it, othe { the motion prev 





( : 

c. ANDREWS moved that the resolution and amendment 
he inid mn the iable, and asked the veas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
yeas 35 nave og 





A ge 2tlon— 











M ARNOL D expressed the ho;.e that the House would now 
Ty t yeas an Suaee On his modified amendment. 

Phe Si BAKER. Doestt demand the yeas and 

Vik ARNG ont 4s | 

Aad the y i lays were thereupon ordered, and, being 
t 1, resulted as follows: yeas |14, nays 70, 

r he amendment was agreed to 

\ 1 the question recurr the adeption of the resolution 
a mend } 

Wes MME RS asked the yea lnays 


Mr. M.A. COOPER inoved to lay the resolution, as amend 
ed, on the table. 
Mr. SUMMERS asked the yeas ant: 





yeas anil nays; which were or 
dered, 
Mr. BULLER of Kentucky called for the reading ot the reso- 
luticn as amended; whic): fiaving been read— 
rie tion on tue motion of Mr. M. A. Coorer was taken, 
a linthe negative: Yeas 85 nays 103 
Soothe resolution and amen t were of jaid on the table. 


Toe question recurring on it loption of 

Mr. TURNEY asked the ve 
Jered, 
Mr. BIDLACK desired such a division of the resolution as 
woul! enable him 
ing toa coma j 
Phe SPEAKER ¢s.il the gentleman could attain his object 
v j 12 resolution, 


IRD inquire 





> resoiution 
1d nays; which were or- 








to recora iis vote against referring the print- 








the resolu- 





ion could pot t be di ividted s 12 qt 1 separately 
ups hat part of it which col Itlee fo report 
at aay time? To thathe ob round that it would 
rate uptall the regular ! 3 of the session, 
by «nabling a fes jing so, ta con 
su ihe whole time he is } ( sdebates upon the 
miu 13 s | the reports from 
that commitiee. 





no modification 


was accepted or could be ma 1 it safer to, vote 











ayainst » whole resolution ugh he was in favor of re 
trenchmeni tn the expenses of p ty lic ; rr of 
liscontinuing the allowance of boxes e » the members. 
Thee ght be provided for in case 
thi ) vution should t satis 
fie! Hutton, in its prese ul to great 
sonfaston, anda greater w eof tiv ull the 
contemplated reforms would save therefure fee 


Constrained to vote against it 





The SPEAKER said thata division could not be male, as 
proposition wou 1 not then nd asa substantive proposi- 
tion. . 


And the que 
adopted?’ wasthen taken, ar 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Landatf W. 
Andrews, Arnold, Atherton, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman. Borden, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
Charies Brown, J. Brown, Burke, Thos. J. Campbell, Ca. 





resolution, as amended, be 
ecided in the negative, as fol- 





Andrews, Sheriock J 











CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


ruthers, Casey, John C. C’ark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Garrett Davis, Dean, Fillmore, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gamble, 
Gentry, Goggin, Patrick G. Goode, Green, Hall, Halsted, 
William 8. Hastings,Hays, Henry, Hopkins, Houston, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersol |, James ‘irvin, W. W. Irwin, Cave Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Abraham McClelian, McKay, McKeon, 
Sampson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Powe), Benjamin Randall, 
Alexan = Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, William 
Kuseoll, J J. M. Russell, Simonton, T. Smuh, W. Smith, Stanly, 

Stokely, Stration, Johu T. Stuart, Summers, Sweuey, John B. 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Triptett, Trumbuil, Turney, Under 
wood, Van Rensselaer, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Jo- 
L. White, Thomas W. Williams, and Augustus Young 

















NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Aycrizg, Babcock, Barnard, Barton, 
slack, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, William Builer, Green W. 
Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Carey, 
Childs, Clifford,Clinton, Coles, Colquit, James Cooper, Mark A. 
Cooper, Cushing, Richard D. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doan, 
Kastman, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Feiris, Fessenden, 
John G. Fl yd, Charles A. Floyd, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Wiliam ©. Goode, Gordon, Granger, Gustine, Ha- 
John Hastings, Holmes, Hubard, Hunter, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jack, James, Ww C. Johnson, Keim, Andrew Ken 
nedy, Lewis, Linn, Littletie Id, Lowell, Robert McClellan, 
Matiory, Alfred Marshal! = as F. Marshall, Jolin Thomp- 
son Mason, Mathews, Medi!l, Newhard, Oliver, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pearce, Pickens, Pro it, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Riggs, Rogers, Saltonstall, Shaw, Snyder, S:eenrod, 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompson, 
Jacob Thompson, Toland, Temlinson, Van Buren, Wallace, 
Ward, Westbrook, Edward D. White, James W. Wi 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, < 
Wise.—97. 
eee e resolution, as amended, 
nd the 12th and last resolution t 
ae e words following, to wii: 
Resolved, That it be hereatter a standin 





bersham, 












~~ 





-onsideration, in 


rule of the 





House that no extra compensation be allow 


messenger, page 


to any officer, 
5 ’ 


laborer, or other person in the service of 
the House, or engaged in or about the public grounds and 


uildings 





Mr. McKAY offered an amendment in relationt » the public 
printing, which the =PEAKER pronounced irrelevant to the ob- 
ject of the resolution before the House, but sugg 


the gent 








eman could offer it by general acquic scenc 
the resolutions reported by the committee had 
upon. 

Mr. McKAY withdrew his amendment for the present 

And the question recurring on the resolution- 

Mr. BRIGGS otered the following proyiso as an amend- 
ment: 


Pr 


been passed 





That so much ofthe foregoing res stations as f 





f clerks, messengers, and pages, shali go into ope- 





and after the close of the present session of C 
gress. If, however, any of the pages, under the existing sien 
wr resolutions, shall go out ofemployment beiore the close of 
the session, their places shall not be filledso aa to make the 
whole exceed the number provided for by the resolution 
ported by 
Mr. HALL offered the fo'lowing as amendme 


the committee. 

it to the amend- 
And that hereafte ritshall bea stading rule of the House 
that no person shall be an officer of the House, or continue in 


\ 








iis employment, who shall be an agent for the prosecution of 


any claim against tt 
claim otherwise than as an origi claimant; 
be the duty of the Commmnutee ot counts to inquire 
report the Tfouse any violations of this rule. 

Which was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the amendment— 

Mr. WILLIAM COST JOHNSON moved to amend it by 
instructing the Sergeant-at-Arms to cause the desks to be re- 
moved from the Ifall at the earliest pracucab'e memeat 

Some conversation followed as to whether Mr. J's amend- 
ment was in order, in which Messrs. UNDERWOOD aud 
JOHNSON participated. 

And the SPEAKER decided that the amendment was in- 
congruous with the main que 1, being on a totally different 
ubject. 

Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the amendment 

On motion ot Mr. FILLMORE, the resolution and amend- 
ments were then, with a view toa general provision being in- 
troduced into the appropriation bill, laid og the table 

The resolution? ofth e committee were thus disposed of, 


e G vernment, or be interested in < 





and that 





















Mr. McKAY then (objection beng made) moved to sua 
lowing reso 


pend the rule for the purpose of introducing the f¢ 
u‘ien 

2 Ired, further, That when any messes 
document, communicated to both Houses ¢ 
lto seh aon I by the Ifonse, the C 
++ the same has been previously ordeced to b ted by 
ate: if so, the copies will be furnishe ‘er to 
ite for the use of the Ifouse, under the lution 
the wo Houses now in force, as in a} be modified by the 


f the Senate; and 






len thesame per 





printer to both Houses of Congress, and any message, report, 

or other document, shall be communicated 16 both Houses, and 

priited for the use of the Senate, and an additional number of 

copies thereof shall be or lered to be printed for the House, the 
} '! 


printer shall charge for the same atthe rate allowed for press- 
: ' 








neluding paper, stitch and excluding com- 

Provided he comimitiee appointed to control 

the continge ses be, and they are hereby, au 

o allow the x” Composit 7 documents 

printed by the Honse in all casea where such composition has 
been necessarily performed, 

[Pending this motion to suspend, some conversation took 

lace between Mr UNDERWOOD and the SPEAKER, 

which resulted in a mouon by Mr. U. that he be permitted at 


this time toofer suchan amendment to the resolution which 
has reference to hor-es and mail carts, as v 
nothing therein cont : 
with the contract héretofore made between the (oork-eper and 
J ’ hn a ee. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia o' jected } ° 


Mr. McKAY insisted on liis mouon to sus] 
Mr. ATHERTON asked th yea: 





ained sbould be construed t int 





nd the rules, 


and nays on that mo 


iion; which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 106, 
nays 69, 








—_——- 









So, two-thirds not voting therefor, the rules were not sua- 


pended. 
REMOVAL OF THE DESKS. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON (objection being male) moved that the 
rules of the House be suspended for the purpose of enabling 
him to offer the following resolution’ 

Resolved, That the Doorkeeper be directed to remove the 
lesks on the flsoro! the Hall at the earliest practicable mo- 
ment. 

Mr. McKEON 
were ordered. 

Mr. BARNARD held some conversation with Mr. JOHN- 
SON as to the acceptance, on the part of the latter gentleman, 
of the proposition heretofore offered by Mr. B. providing for @ 
survey of the Hall, &c. as a modificauon of his (Mr. J’s) pro- 
position, 

The SPEAKER suggested that, if the rules should be sus- 
pended, the gentleman trom New York (Mr. Barnarp] could 
ole r his proposition as an amendment to the resolution. 

The question on the motion to suspend the rules was then ta 
ken and decided in the negative—yeas74, nays 93. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL 

After some conversation, the House, on motion of Mr. FILL. 
MORE, resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union, (Mr. Brices. of Massachusetts, in the chair,) and 
resumed the considerauion of the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1542. 

When the committee rose on a former day, Mr. G. Davis 
had moved an amendment to the item No. 15, in relation to the 
contingent expenses of the State Department; which amend- 
ment is in the following words: 

“and all other job printing, binding, and etationery, in any 
way touching the Dep artments, orin any business connected 

ith them, shall In like manner be let in the same way hy the 
‘ fi er having the charge of the same; and the lawso! the United 
States and all adverusements and other printing pertaining to 
jlic service (o be done in any newspaper, shall be printed 
and published in the newspaper or newspapers of the place 
where uch publication may be made, which shall in no case 
f ed three inseruons 1D the paper intended for country circue 
lation, at od may, When deemed necessary, be gxtended to twa 
papers published in the same place, having the largest number 
scriffers, to be verified Ly ihe affidavit of the editor or edi- 
tors of the pray er making such publication, and also of the edi- 
tors of such other papers as may propdse to make the same. 

“And prov ided fur the ms That nothing herein contained shalt 
be construed to repeal the provision of any existing law which 
authorizes the Secretary of State to discontinue the publication 
of the laws in any newspaper for cause, and which forbids again 
the employment of the proprietor of any ne eer er so discon- 
tinued to publish the laws of the United States.’ 

Which said amendment Mr. Wise bad moved to amend by 
proposing that the Secretary of State should cause to be erect- 
ed, somewhere on the public grounds, a plain, substantial brick 
building, not to cost over $10 000, to contain steam 4 ses for 
the use of Government, and be furnished with foundlir types, 
&c. not to exceed in cost 350000, and to appoint a pub- 

c printer at a saly ry of $1 500, whose dul y sheuld be to pur- 
chase materials and employ laborers at the usual prices. The 
whole to be con luc ted under the superintendence of the Vice 
President and heads of Departments, at Government expense. 
And as soon as the new establishment was prepared to go into 
operation, thenceforward no editor of a paper or private printer 
tod » the printing of the Government. 

And, the question being on the amerdment to the amend. 
ment, and Mr. Wise being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. FILLMORE raised the point of order that the amend- 
ment was out of order, on the clause to which it was offered. and 
which was merely an appropriation for the contingent and inei- 
dental expenses of the State Department, whereas this was a 
different subject, proposing to provide another plan for the 
pri: ting of Con ene than that now established by law. The 
amendment was entirely out of order, and not relevant to the 
subject of this clause. 

Mr. WISE said it was an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. G. Davis} which related ta 
the subject of printing 

‘the CHAIRMAN decided that, under two former decisions 
of the committee adm tting the proposition of the gentleman 
from Kentncky, [Mr G Davis ] os amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Wise] was in order, although his owe 
judgment was that both the amendments were out of order, as 
going to change existing laws. 
~ Mr. FILLMORE said that, in order to test the sense of the 
committee on this subject, he felt constrained to take an appeal 
from the decision of the C hairman. 

Theappeal was briefly debated by Messrs. WISE and GQ. 
DAVIS. 

The question, “Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the House?” was then taken by tellers, who re. 
ported—ayes 61, noe . No quorum. 

The commitiee rose, and reported that fact to the House. 

Aad, on motion of Mr. WISE, 

The Mouse adjourned. 





asked the yeasand nays on that motion; which 





» ' 
the pu 


fe 
of sul 


















IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, March 8, 1842. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate the resoiu- 
tions of the Legislative Councils of Iowa relating to the boun- 
dary line between that Territory and the State of Missouri; 
which, on motion of Mr. LINN, was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Aiso, from the War Department, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 24th January, enclosing a report on 
the survey of the boundary between Michigan and Wi isconsin. 

Also, from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in 
reply to a resolution adopted on the 3d instant, calling for a state. 
ment of the statement of the names of such early settlers in the 
Iilinois country as were not confirmed by the Governor of the 
Territory inthe full quantity of four hurdred acres of Jand; 
also, in reply toa resolution of the 3d instant, in relauen to the 
board of commissioners appointed in 1836 to investigate private 
land claims in Missouri, and showirg what has been the prac- 
tice of the Department under such survey; which was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. LINN, referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Also, from the Navy Department, in compliance with a reee- 
lution, showing the amount expended at the Pensacola mavaj 
station, etc, 
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CHOATE presented a memorial fi 





chusetts, in favor of the repeal of Bankrup 
On Motion of WILLIAMS, it was 
Ordered, Tiatthe 5 1 and papers of At 
as taken from thet and refer » the ¢ 
5 ot 


Affairs 
Mr 
Lexip 


ARCHIER presented a memorial fi 

















: ton, Va. praying the imposition of s 
, ties on that arucle as will afford them secur 
ea against foreign om pre ) relert 
b Manutactures 
5 Mi VALLMADGE presented t] n 
oe manulacture mechanics and others of 
Y lelplua, asking Congress to establis 
iim, aud recomiune ng t x | 
cA pil i that objec an »equall 
Mr. BARROW presented th 
Nielana, requesi ui apy j 
yaol ihe p Cla hat > 
t the early sale of sald lands: 1 
@ Public Lands 
Mr. BUCHANAN presente 
Murtrie, praying to be lemul 
quence of U Sucdde rev iil i ) 
ber of the scientific Corps attached - 
Ex peditior Mr. B said sor 
head een very ily reate 4 
yasea by the ‘ j 
time had ¢ e hope w y Wiii 
those ’ t t ferred ’ he { N 


Mr. BERRIEN presente pe 




















upwards I I 
Mr. BUCH 


unexpecteda !eywhi lV 
Mr. CLAY] for a most grievous } IV} 
self had had ma iss S 
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this very unsound way, to say the lea f it, and of volt } 
Ing their richon at which tl were 1 wot be done 
whether that sanction were obtained or not?) Ne 5 
expediency of this inquiry. They had heard a good deal y 
terday about a certain description of paper issued 

banks, and put intocirculation as the notes of the ba 
Congress, when they passed the law. never contemplate ) 
ntended He had not seen these ce cates, but he unde YT 
that they purported to represent Ctually 4 In thie 
bank, which was at all times read) heir redempti i 
had understood that this newly manufactured currency ha 
been received, and paid out by members without being awart 
that they were any other than bona let | ite It certain!y 
showed that the imitation wasa very 1 that th 
project itself had heen suc-essful. juest) had bee 
raised and debated as to what Jaw it el ich the 
certificates had been issued; it had been conjectured that it w 
under t aw Which required the banks to wind 
their affairs. It was ascertained subsequently tha 
could not be the case, as they bore t recent a date 
He would be glad to be informed if t! yanks were no 
in the habit of paying them out at this very day If this 


were the case, there wasnoman but mnst admit that it was a 
yalpable violation of the law. It certainly | 





seemed to him that 
it would be well to obtain information upon this subject, and 
ascertain whethertheir laws which they had passed withe 
siderable care and with no small consumption of time, were 





obeyed or disregarded by those for wliom they were intended 
With regard to the certificates of deposite 


he considered them 
preferable asa currency to that which the bill proposes; be- 


‘ause, for the paymentof those certificates, they wer 
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i W i v 
Mr. BUCHANAN desired to expt his decided opinion in 
Vor of the imm se pesuul} specie payments by the 
LK ) Di ‘ his 
1 I i had Ss ve 
risen LuV ale Uh i s im 
i VAs Wa at 
1 already wered by hi 
fror Ohio a ALLEN and 
WRIGHT t flor speak 
i K Ce} t vP 
i t ire ton 
H ire Ww u prove 
be a stri arty vole Imes”? How 
Vist . tie , 1¢ t i, = I 
mV ntl would v 
) nl wi , | flor a wh 
year ! il y certan satevevy Democrat mu 
Vote inst i his principle ile therefore believed 
ha Ss i trom Marviand (Mr. Ker j Wast far Wrong 
in ipa : Senator fiom Ohio [Mr. ALLEN] the su 
lon tha is W i party questi I tlw é ) 
ever ¢ I hing els 











resum| r : 

igalus i k 

ed in hi ver 

Wa y pert 

tor was : IS AEVOUCaLE UF Inued Suspension. Like 

many other Chrisuans, he did not show his fauh by his works 

Mr. B. sulil i ut the version of the Senator. though 
! t be complete, and influence his life and 

cor anid ey ig! e | 1 Dati i the same 

al \¢ 

He feared t he Se; t 


r of the al 
f March nex 
> plac uj the bhi He \ 

esent pay spect 
their ow! Was there, at thi 









































re cl nheret T 
: » I pury 
say 1 ( 
red u, 
} re t 
| uta were 
j l B Ww i 
. ‘ ’ mia yinel hey | 
I f bank tex, 
SilVve r, bu I! a y 
possession In the 
ied forthe extey 
r; and the Senate 
* throuchoutthe 
country o j ion? The whole people were moving in 
favor ofimn fiate re ploy under the } 1 of that great 
noble State i We Oh1o,) whose unawed Democracy had 
i 1W “ih } ) ean } 1 this stu ect 
I rei mate ruste would t exce ex: 
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Marvla \ liashould set the example: but it contained 
al t lune litional grant of this power until 
he first dav ot March thousand et hundred and forty- 
thre ~ Ythisb Ih is present tori, become a law, they 
Ww en have ali nied District of ten miles square, 
under the exclu uN ion of Congress, whilst they were 
rrounded on al les by ecle-paying banks. He would 
il] upon 3 u what they were 
iho vio part. feltany desire to 
mage expert District as he w Hd on 
ina he benefit of the whole 
t oO Democratic Senators, 
ind he mig nd from Missouri [Mr 
BENTON 1 them indulgences which he should never 
have been wi extend to the banks in his own State 
But the time { expedients had passed away, and in the 
inzuage tor from Missouri “the elad sound of re 
imption was now heard throughout the land.’ Public opinior 
intl nai vy, is irresistible; and the banks every where 
must now resume or go Into Hquidation; unless, inde this 
District might ¢ ute the excepti 
Whata e we always ard from {rie 
the su-pen inks? That they oug w foresume: and why 
fot for the want of ability; oh! y because resumption 
would compe em to oppress their debtors. It was to gave 
the borrowers then from he payment »f their debtz—these bor- 
rowers who were most frequently the directors and stockholl- 


ers of the banks themselves, that the 


community at large, who 
yreceive irredeemable paper or get nothing i 

payment for their labor or their property, had been compelled 
tosufler. In order that the fay 
ieved from pressure, the millio 
in these institut 
true, and not 


He | 


were obliged t 


rites of the banks might be re- 
4+who had no interest whatever 
endare the penalty. 
an imaginary picture. 

most solemnly that ifresumption had been en 
forced in 1839, the country would not have suffered half as 
much asit had done; and the longer it was delayed, the greater 
would be the suffe To compel specie payments at once 


ions must This was a 
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dictate of mercy, as well as justice, to the oppress- 
What had precipitated the city of Philadeiphia 
y elevation, and brought her down to her present 
level? It was nothing on the earth but the refusal of the Legis- 
la\ure of Pennsylvania, at the proper ume, to compel the banke 
to resume specie payments. When the banke of that city sus- 











from her 





pended, in October, 1839 fell upon us like a clap of thunder 
from @ eoudiess sky Slice Was then ina state of comparative 
prosperity. I i 


velgnexchanges were thenin our favor 
deinanded for ¢ X portation. 
dinary pressure felt 
maorning. At the 
voted against the 


Spe- 
There was no extraor- 
Every thing was calm as a summe %s 
ineeting of the banks in Philadelphia, nine 
suspension, whilst five only, includmng the 


cie Was not 


Bank of (he United Staies, voted inits favor, In the face of this 
vote, the great monster issued its mandate in favor of suspen 
sion, and on the very next morning, in order to save it irom 
immediate ruin, all the other banks, disregarding the interesta 
of then *kholders and the community, fullowed its examp 6, 
aid tt leclared themselves willing to share its tate. Thee 


banks were then under no absolute neceselly to suspend; but 








in less than six months from the time this unfortun te step 
was taken, they became completely powerless and could net 


have resumed even if the y would. 
die withthe Bank 
receive 1s 


lesperate 


Having agreed to live or 
of the United States, they cosld not refuse to 
payment of debts or on deposite. lis 
condi‘ion compelled it to issue its notes in large 
- and they soon became the chief medium of circulation 


noes di 


Quaatitte 





in the eity and county of Philadelphia, and throughout many 
portions of the country he Senator from Missouri had u.- 
formed us that it sent us agents to the utmost extremities of 


the Union, loaded with i's irredeemable notes, who captured 
and silver with them. ‘This they seat to Europe, to 
their creditors there. In the mean time, the Bank of 
he United States was becoming more and more indebtea 
every day to the other banks of Philadelphia for its notes re- 
d by them in payment of debts and on deposite; unul at 
ey were reduced t their present lame:table condition. 
the Legislature promptly, at their next meeting alter Oc 
tober, 1839, compelled resumption, this would have arrested 
the other banks in this rulnous Career, and saved the people of 
the country from the curse of suffering two years under an 
irredeemable currency. Hadthis been done, the city of Phila- 
delphia would now be standing on that proud and lofty em.- 
nenee which he trusted she was sovo destined to regain. In 
the meantime, her trade had languished, and a great portion 
of it had been transferred to New York, where the specie star « 
dard had been preserved. ‘Ihe days of her prosperity would 
return, because her people now felt the truth of 
he maxim, in its fall force, that honesty was the best po- 
icy, in regard to banks as well as individuals; and they 
would compel their banks to act upon this principle, whe- 
he resumption bill should pass or not. He meant, of 
course, that this compulsion would be of a legal and consil 
character. 
As to this bill, ught they could scarcely do a worse act 
lan to pass 1 he could assure the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. Bayarp} that its reyection would do the banks gets Dis- 
trict no possible injury. They would not regart Uf existing 
awa button, Whether passed or rejected, their conduct would 
ythe same. Their ingenuity is such that you can- 
not catch them by any law, no matter how precise and positive. 
The truth is, they get along better withoutlaw than with it; be 
cause, to pre scribe a law for them is only to impose upen 
them the guilt of violating it by resorting to subter- 
fuce; for violate it they will. In anticipation ihat Congress 
grantthem the privileges which they ask, they have 


1 £0 


sitisiy 


soup again 


+} } 





be precise 


some 





already made all the necessary arrangements to nullify the act 
of August last. They have already adopted a plan by which 
he cashiers of the respective banks, instead of the banks them 





g, shall continue to deal in this Inredeemabie paper, and 
receive it on depusite, just as though no law existed against it 
He asked the senator from Delaware whether this s\atement 
Was not correct 

Mr BAYARD here interposed to offer an explanation. He 
cou say W (ner suc han arrangement had been mace; 
butit had been p oposed as being expedient The object of the 
bill 0 enable them todo under sanction of law that which 

hey would be obliged to do by another method if that sancuon 
uld be withheld. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Now this was aglorious argumentin 
favor of the passage of the bill. The banks had determined in 
the first place to violate the existing law, and therefore the law 
must be changed tosavethem from the necessity of violating 
it. Was not the Senator’s argument? 

Mr. BENTON here roreaod asked Mr. BucHANAN to yield 
him the floor that he might move to lay the bili upon the table 

ter the admission which bad been made by the Senator from 
Delaware, he thought its further considerauion should be sus 
pended ntil they obtained some information &s to these facts 

Mr. BAYARD again stated, that it was a mere suggestion 
ofan expedient on the part ofthe bank for the purpose of car 
rying on business for the public accommodation. 
BUCHANAN said he had almost forgot:‘en where he had 

There was no need for any further information than 
we already possessed on thissubject. The Bank circular which 
had been produced by the Senator from Delaware himself was 
sufliciently positive and explicit. He then asked the Senatoi 

ni Delaware for this precious document, and read it tothe 
Senate. 


not 
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uae 


left off 


BANK OF THE METROPOLIS, 
Washington Feb. |, 1842 

Sin: Asthe banksin this District are restrained by their char 
ers trom paying out, afler the first of March next, the notes of 
any suspended bank, or any paper which is not equivalent to 
{andi silver,]am directed by the Bourd of Directors to in- 
form you, that previous tothat day, whatever balance mn cut 
reat f nay remain to your credit in this bank, will be 
placed in the hands of Richard Smith, the cashier of this bank 
to be held by him individually, to pay over to you atsuch ume, 
and in such amounts, as may sult your convenience, in funds 
similar to those you deposited, for the payment of which this 
bank will be responsible. 

Should it be desired by you tomake further deposites in cur- 
rent funds with Mr. Smith, he will be permitted bythe bank 
to receivethem; and such deposites being placed in this bank 
by him, will be equally safe to the depositors, as if they iad 
been made wiht bank direct 





notes 





Special deposites willbe received by the bank as heretofore 
I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant 
Now, did not this circular cover the whole ground? not only 
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that which was passed, but that which was tocomel It this bill |] 
should not become a law, what would be the only consequence? 




















: | 
Simply, hatA.B when he hada ceposit )make, orany other | 
banking business Lo transact, would goto the cashier of the | 
Dank, mi the bank itse and make his depostie, or transact his 
business with him as an individual, and not as cashier, and 1} 
jaw was ai once evaded. Am ingenious expedient, truly 
The Senator from Delaware had sad, in su wn hal 
these banks, ‘we are determined to violate your - but we 
would rather ro save ourselves from ecessily. we 
Wish you (o pass Lhe present bi Asif a man were t rie 
forward and inform you that he had determined 4 commit a 
crime against law, and that you musi therefore ul the law | 
in order to save his conscience It was reserved for th k } 
to discover this ingenious < 
He (Mr. BucHANAN) yet tiusted, although he knew was 
hoping against hope, that the senate might not lend its sa ) 
to sucha bi For tus own part, he Was prepared wo cor | 
boldly vo the work as patty man, ar 1 rise or fall in st il | 
the principles of his party. The day of e ¢ lents 
had passed’ away, hie trusted forever is carry out the | 
principles we have always profess et us e€ a resumy 
tion wherever we have t power, aud leave the results tut | 
country. | 
As wo the State of Ohio, which had so glor y assertedita |} 
independence of bank dictau and bank sed n, we had | 
been informed by one of her Senators, {Mr ALLEN] a hat 
had moved smoothly along since the resumpu bill had | 
come a law. Indeed y icipated pve 


raion. He believed th 

the resumption of the 

wonder how thev could , ed by the evren 
song thal resumption would be ruil heir inierests — As | 





890n as confideuce was restored, the ist amount of sy 


( s le 
i pec} 


which had been hoarded every where by cauuious and prude 


people would again make Msappeatance, and thus the banks 


themselves would be sustained. 

Ju whathe had said, and it was not his intention to add any 
thing more, he did got wish to be understoud as casting any imi 
puta ion upon the private character of any of the bankers 
this District. Far fromit. A syatemof bank moralityseemed | 
to be eatablished every where throughout the c¢ ; 














untry, which, 
if applied to individuals, these bankers thenisclves would loudly — | 
condemn. It was the nature uher thon the na 
ture of the man which made he pole star of the 
conduct of the bunkers In the Presider of the 


Bank of the Metropolis, he would say that he had known him 
Jong and known him well, and he believed in to be as sound 
his principles of private conduct as he was correct in his de 
porimeat of a gentleman of the old school 

He hoped that all his political friends, by their votes and by 
their voices, would sustain the cause of immediate) 
The Whigs would be only acting upon their 
for continu 








esumyp tit | 


Principles inv 


! 





uspension Let usmake up the Issue b 
the two prrties, and leave the re Itto the ¢ nu 

Mr. WOODBRIUGE said a few words in rel 
bank Cuarency oO fic Slate ol Michis in, a 
rency oMNew York 

Mr. WR.GHT made a few remaiksin reply 
source of his information as to what he 
rency of Michigan 

Mr. BAYARD entered into an elaborate exflanation 


had ated of the 


circumstances under which the banks of this District re 
the passage of this bil. He had no objection t 


ito an amendime 
which might be introduced as an addition 


pr is to the e¢ 


1 | \ | 
fect that as soon as the banks of Maryland and Virginia should 
sact should 
e Seaator trom 
rh wivocacy rit lays j »otsou 






have resumed specie payments, the provisions of t} 
cease With reference to the observations 





Pennsy!vania, ¢ 





trines on the subject of banking, he would say that his opinions 


and principles were unchanged; and whe; 
shoul 


née general subse 
come up,it would be found he had not 


changed What 
he had advocated with regard to this bill, was in consequence 





his beliet that c 
authorize exceplions. He next contrasted the circum Hances 
voverning the State of Ohio, and those ¢ verniog this Distrie 
with a view of showing that the difference was so great asto | 
usuly adifferent policy. He compared the con 

Disirict to that of a teamster whose harness was 





if 
‘uinstances Overrule general pri elves, and 





ittion of the 
broken in the |} 
Was, whether he would 
remain m that helpless predicament, or go t 
his | 


nidst of his journey; and the questios 


© work and pa I 


' 
the best way he could, in vi 


i 
ew of react | 





| 
\ 


jw ensiolh mrley as speedhy Prossily | 
He further reviewed charters of the by | 
withe extensnn m tine to time, and re le i 
if arguments maue by the Set rie teniay, co } 
tending thatthe retusal of Congress to pass this act, would | 
irive the communtty bere into the handsot brokers ind shavey | 
He commented | 
had plunde 

Sei 


ipon the Senator's de¢ laratio hat these banks 


re COMMUNLY; Maintaming that it Was onlv the 





ator’s veh 





ce which had forced him Oa belief that i 
had no grounds to rest upon Ile contended that the commnu- 
nity of tite District were obliged, from the necessity of the case. 

» receive and pay out this irredeemable currency; and unde r 
their restringen! circumstances, they were glad toe 
tficates of deposite. He mainta 
there Was no Violation of iaw li 





t those cer 





ved that he had already show; 
His 1orm ot certificate. 
It seemed to him that, as a temporary 


matter, there oucht 
to be no obrection to this bill, He 


never would have consented 
it the peculiar 


passage At 


to sustain this bill had he not been sarist 
circumetances of this District demanded it 
a suitable time he should be prepared 


pr to pursue the proper 
course if relation to as _— 


ind system of currency 
Mr. WOODBURY said that he would detain the Senate t 
afew moments 

The mouen tocommit had hardly been argued at 


was firetin order, and was mace 





ail; yet it 





¥ amember of this body to 
Inquire IDto agiave complaint of miscond t by a hank asking 


tale 
of usafavor. Under such circums inces, before acting on the 
petition for i: julge ce, ¢ iid we not first ascertaiy whether 
the party had violated our former legislation? Let we heave 
light and certainty as to this i outset. It isdueto the cha 
racter of the bank, as wellas o irselves, the Zuardiar 
community. 

But going tothe meritsot the bill, it seems to 
arguments in favor of its provisions have 
cept one. I shall, therefore, confine myself to that or Al 
agree, on both sides of thie chamber, it is hoped, that acurrency 
of apecie, or the notes of specie paying banks, is to 
to one diecredited and not redeemable in specie 

Thies is too plain to need further facie or reasoning 


of this 


ie, that all the 
en answered, ex 











be; referred 


In the 








t place, it iscertain that, though banks like these are re 
































redeem thelr Ow® noles nm specie, itis not sufficient to 
rea sound currency, unless you further require that these 
i ha recelve Y y rut leemable notes of other 
i I erwise leemable notes, +o received and 
vel stiiute the currency This is the result of ¢ 
experience It it virtually adoutted by thechairman[M 
BAYA Hence this new bill seems t & proy } ile 
banks f1 it restr ind t tthe 
i I t s re t ) Ww ad 
wd ul ! his retell ab 
ends itis pr and Y essary U var 
i mst es o} prese a iis to} 
wi ] t ! s alone I sha a 
very w V s ( 
very ¥ e the general suspension cf specie 
s 7. numer s facts have proved that one State can 
‘ me, tt gh another does One county or distr ‘al 
resume, thonal her does not. One city, or one bank in one 
inv, the h others t. This Distri is small interritory 
But its population equals half thatofsome whole States. The 
1 hat w Ww ! ail ining IS au argument for an 
‘ | 1 
A iy experience during 1838 and 1539, as well as 1837, 
len strates that every State, District, city or bank can 
resume, whenever it is sound, without walling for the 
re : it y to do this, and it Is our duty to require 
det ur legislative care But how is 
ya political science, on this, as weil as experience 
Ir is 3 vt iws the youthful giar® Onio can impose 
nor what \ I \ a dictates No, sir It is what 
ea iws of tt ‘ ft the currency prescribe on this 
They show every where, and at all times, that specie goes 
Ww @ ilies want yy dew led, and can te had to resume, if 
y asked fn It quits these who do no wishit. This is the 
case with ind viduals as well communities. The man who asks 
Ww specie t lent under his constitutional rizhts, ob 
tins it. So does the bank or people who demand 1, or the 


itself becomes a nullity 








But is asked where can the ie be hol? It comes, sir, 
as any othe imedity every place where it is requested, 
or where re isa ina tior il Its movements exhibit the 
old operations of supply and demand all the world over. There 
is ah aunpie amount inthe cou 2nd in the world. If one city 





refers to eat Wheat rather than oat e wheat comes and the 
mats disappear d go to places which are stull content with 
oats But, sa é our money here comes from the 


Government, ai ment now paysin a depreciated 


1 Yet the de- 


paper. Granted, , for this argument 
e should be required to lose that. 


vil now, which the community w 


prectation is small 
This 1s the reot of 








self cannota ce eutirely remove. Formerly, thousands or 
housands of dollars in speeie were brought here by the trea- 

y, and paid outto public creditors luty required. It was 
f i | t ‘ r Treasury notes Tt should be 
ho Wei procuralie. The Ti asury should beat 





he loss. ifany, and not the communly If specie, then, or i's 


equivalent, isn paid out here iow hy the Government, itought 
to be. We should see t hi We should look to the con 
duct of the Tt as well as of the banks. And ifour owr 


payinents here 





wn agents, are not made in conformity 


slawandtheC ution--1i the District and the Government 


















are thereby diser r discredited, whereis the fault? It lies, 
sir, atthe doors of Congress 
Mr. CALHOUN said if he had no other reason for voting im 
favor of the amendme and against the bill, incase the amend- 
should fail, it w sufficient for him to know he 
banks had been ac tor some time past in direct viols ot 
iaw. This fa rnished to hismind an ample reason why the 
bill onehtn nas He did not intend to examine either of 
the a wi J en heretofore passed in behalf of the 
wks, furtt to ascertan that which was perfectly man 
est upor face of this act itself, that it had been the 
ntention ¢ t atter the first day of March, 1842 


ereshould bean ¢ to the circulation of all other de scrip- 
tions ofcurrency within this District, than gold and silver, or 


e tes of specie paving b ks Congress, in his opinion, 


should cause ifs laws to heres} ectedan } obeyed; and wheneve I 


a violation otalaw oc rred, and they failed to visit the offend- 
ers with some sort of punishment, they would deserve, as in 
iace ins should be added to disobedience. But 





the r and powerful reasons why the bill should 


arly period of bank suspensions, in the year 
bee his opinion that the banks should 
allowed them, t that Legislature 

‘ere so to frame their legislation as 









to, 
It wasthe only remedy 


it if that course had been adopted 


revent arecurrence of suspensio 
and he firmly believed now tt 
pension of 1838 and 1839 would not have 
eater partof the evils which had arisen { 
s would have been avoilde 


rom 
for he held that 
{suffered far more from the subsequent than 
heir latter acts had done more to. 
wards the overthiow of the banksand the derangement of the 
the currency than any other circumatance whatever. But 
there was pow po reason on earth why suspension should be 








‘ontinued on the part ofithese banks. It was an evil to th 


e 
community.and an evilto the banks themselves. If he wished 
to destroy the banks, he would say, go on, grant them the privi- 


lege they 


ind the probability was they never would re- 
wou put it out of their own power to do 


further 


ask, 
sume, for thev 
In his opinion, 


hem, the only eu 


80, 
indulgence ought te be granted to 








ectofwhich would be to make them s 


worse than they were at present, and to inflict additional injury 
upon the community; and if these observations were true as 
reeards banking operations elsewhere, they were eminently 
true in reference to these banks of the District of Columbia, 





where Congre ight, as the immediate guardians of the pub- 
ic interest, to set anexample, and enforce immediate resumy 








tion 

But there was another and sull more powerful reason why 
he bill should not pass 

The population of the District, as had been argued, was 
composed of consumers chiefly, whose staple commodity of 
exchange for the articles of consumption, consists of gold and 
silver, or in such paper as is equivalent to gold and silver, re 
ceived by them in paymentof their ealaries, from the Govern 
ment; and the only motive which he could imagine asinfluenc- 
ing the banks in endeavoring to establish a local currency dif 
fering from this standard, was one in the highest degree dis- 
creditable tothem. 








| 
| 
| 

















eS 
SSE 

He woul! not prolong > discuss The commotions 
which had been produced throus t the whole Union by the 
peralion of .anks © be a sufficient warning 


idelpbhla, New 
banks. Tbhey 
a return to a more sound 

















f a more determ) j 
Balu re had recently expe 
e that tiey, Who were espe- 
r, shoulda nee take a deciued 
Llemes bt slie, that a feel. 
he banks themse!s well @s of 
Lie nmunity, § rom pt 
y Ss) hati 
t eT! lt ! ‘ ] thor 
3 Phe rye 
he more difficult the remeuy 
benik r of the Ist March, di 
j ed y Mr. Smith, and 
t i 4p hed tor he purpose 
a al and. ear, to int n them 
| ijt and d ! jed lo evade 
( neress 7% st’ dO ]Ust as 








pomted ¢ jute vis@u 

led, under the pretence of permit- 
s nake these deposites and cer- 
uimodations for the convenie.ce of 


bow came 
hiier tO act, 
for his acts, and ailowed the 











I I sil the 
r authority of law, and the 








in iis otmicer transa ca Dusiness;: 

onal afiair, why did sot the bank 

v own bus Le rut interfering 

with itstime and vaults! Why eo openty show that the whole 

thing Was a sham-—a preteuc Q e trick—a mere walking 

round the law, when they d ineanto circumvent the law 

by trick alone, but had reso to put both law and Congress 

to mierdefiance? Why s rentyv u safety of the tunds de- 

posited with the cashier, exceyt it was the act of the bank, 
through us officer 

The Democracy of thie b had voted iv e act of last 

A vy had opposed it ared tt not ly uncensti 

tutiona ibase, but di ce ve and usive—that it Was an 


entering wedge and sfepy ing-s'ove lo an exclusive paper mo- 
nev curreney and de ‘ er—and that, though limited 
tothe first of March, i woe t if the banks asked it, 
and violate with impunity they t chouse to ask. This 














circular hae be acted upon for eizht davs—since the first of 
chia n i—and for these eight days the banks of this District 
have been trampling Congress under their feet Yet, while in 
he very a iu this, they h Ve ¢ tery to come for 
ward anil ¢ that their vielatl 1 aw tll be legal. 
zed. It was a perfect me ! eanest coon-box bank 
In thecou v sHOW Wi i pent) W ullery in contemy 
it holds all lect tion 
Here is a proposition to enal ese "8, under the autho- 
rity of Cong eal ins ited irency Why should 
Congress do so? Isi se banks redeem their 
issues, Or banish tt ey with which tl 
is flooded Is it make val ar "er more 
hivtiet have these banks tong to eflect this t 
past?) Have they m sisie ct ¢ le commod 
the District, gold and silv yn been the Cause of intre 
that spurious curret cv W neentiemen How wait to authorize 
them to perpetuate! Wcat is the use of making laws for them? 
whether this t 5} aesed or not, 
Jaws Im eXIs ren’ the very moment 
, “ conimuve to violate them 
they fi ey lead, dictate 
I kers i y know they can do as 
y rccording y. 
rom the B re Sun an extract, cod 
> lersto he banks tn Baltumore had 





resumed in part on Saturday tks In Ohio had been 
compelled to resur in Pennsylvania, the same process was 
on the 7 ont ot su ition; every where, tke movement 
had that tendency: while here, Congress was throwing itself 


into the breach to shield broken banks, ead by its example 
check and arrest the only movement uid restore a spe- 


: . } nl ' 
cie rrency. These Baltimore banks would have resisted 








too, but the peo; ed at then qua They 
were more in awe of what they eaw ) looks than of 
legislator and they began to pay sub I In the midst 
of this movement, going on in every surrounding State, the 
example is given in Washington, the very seat of the General 
Government, of evcouraging the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, and (je continuation and perpetuauon Of a base, Ir 
redeeinable pape? currency, In erder to arrest and put an 
end to. th eneral movement for resumption. He 


would as eoon vote for an extension fer a hundred years 
as forone vear. One year would beas effectual in d 





tracing 
Congress as a bhaundred years But it was avaineffort: the 
hand writing was © no! hing could now save the rotten, 
putrid bank sysiem: its doom was sealed: it must fall and be 
trampled in the cust; ar I! not be in the power of the great 
Whig party to save or fof it. That party has been the 
protection of broken bar ks for five years; but the protectors and 
the protector wili sink together. He called upon the friends 
ofjust principles throughout the Union to make issue with that 
reat party, not only ) this, b on every measute of its dan- 
rous policy Pr. c¢ issue had in part been already well made 
The acts of che late extra session prove that. They were al- 
ready dead, dead, dead. The Distribution act—the Bankrupt 
act—were vistually dead—end so withthe others. All that wags 
necessary tu save the country from the infliction of such policy, 


was to make anissne and a record with that party. He called 














upon the cy in Congress and the State Legislatures to 
persevere in making these issues and records. See the work. 


ing of the extra session system! ‘Ihe act of indulgence for 


these banks was passed, and its effect wasto banish gold and 
silver. Ocher acts were passed making the Treasury bankrupt. 
And now a new argument in favor of spurious currency is 
drawn from the effectsof such policy, inthe additional claim 
which these banks derive from the fact that the Government it- 
selfis non-specie paving, issuing Treasury notes in discharge 
of its obligations. i ed of goldand silver as heretofore! ; 
Mr. BEeNTON next alluded to the fact of gold andsilver being 
packed up in boxesin this District on a former occasion, and 
sent to New York, Phiiade!lphia, and e'sewhere, for exportation 


Co & ap 


Onamscnoacea 


™—orna 


“oO 


se & be et eG aw bt A 








to England, and theexultation of the Whig press at 
cumstance. Every slipment of specie to Lo 
with ashout of trhumpli and joy by those papers 
Congress Was to make tis last etlort to receive 
things—to drive i 
haads of foreigners 
hands more nakedly 
Was a Continuation of 
The vote on this bi 





that cir 
1 was hailed 
And now 
state of 
try Into the 
show their 
wished for 
the people. 





sucila 


erout of this cou 
j 


ey had yet done: all he 





ssue petween them and 














Would be a “ord of that is- 
sue. The people wo ee by i 1 the spurious 
currency of broken banks, and w tor the hard money curren- 
cy that could nut fail; who tor the exportatio gold and silver 
that worthless paper m t ieir place, and who tor driving 
out this baserag currency and insuring ana abu of the 
precious metals. Five years, he satd, ie bank ‘ nly 
of those south and west of New ad been ot 
non-payment of thes ) Whe y stopped, they all de 
clared it was not for w of ability to pay, but because the 
New York banks siopyx that excuse has long tailed them; 
but stiil they refuse to pay, and this sone year lor 

ger to the banks in this District. I pension, but 
It was only aiefusal te pay at their They puid in 
New York, but shave trom five to ten per ce upon their 
notes in doing s All the banks south and west ef New York 


have been sending specie tothat 
on at fiveortencent. ‘I 
which the cus 
England. 
The banks of this District, in common with all south and 
west, have been shij ping specie for five years, aud fee 
people on trash—rotien Wrash—the offal of surrounding: 
and this act wasto authorize thei to continue fora year, and 
according to the argument used, to authorize them to continue 
asiong as Whigery wasin power. ° 
pension now hat 
pays no more specie 


city for five years, todraw up 
thirty-five millions there 


showed had been ved t 





the 





Phe argument for the sus- 
he Government has suspended—that it 
that it only pays in depreciated paper— 
and censequenily that t banks must not pay specie til! the 
Government seta theexample. Thisis the argument: and ac- 
cording to that, there will be no resumption while Whigery is 
in power, for paper money is all they have got, and all they 
mean to have, and for the manufacture of which they now want 
a central machine, with fifty-two branches. 

Mr. BAYARD had but a word to say in relation to the ne- 
cessity—it was not that the community of the District wanted 
coin, but banking capital. He dwelt at some length in expla- 
nation of the ditference showing how the dealers of the District 
are dependent on banks for capital, the banks themselves in 
their own delence being under compulsion to lend no more 
than they have specie to redeem 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. ALLEN to 
recommitthe bill, {1 was decided in negauve—yeus 18, nays 
25, as follows’ 

YEAS— Messrs. Alien, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Yo —|] : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrie: 
Choate, Clay, Clayton, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting: 
ton, Kerr, Miller, Morehead, Mangum, Pie Ips, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Ta!lmadge, 
and W oodbridge— 25. 

Mr. BENTON moved that thet 
the purpose of cor 

Resolved, That 
directed toinquit 
or any of them, within u 
charters the firet day o 














be laid upon the table for 

dering the following 
ie Committee on the District of Columbia be 
and repor ue W 
District, have violated or evaded their 


March instant 


resolution 


tothe S ier the banks 





' 


ince 


, by receiving or 


= 


paying oul, elther dir y or indirectly, any depreciated paper 
money currency 
The question was taken and deciJed in the negative—yeas 15, 








nays 2d, as follows 

Y EAS—Messrs Allen, Benton, Buchanan, 
ton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Sintth of 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Young—18 : 

NAYS—Meesrs. Arc Barrow, Bates, 
Choate, Clay, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, 
Manzum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith of Indiana ilimadg 
and Woodbridge 

Mr. SEVIER said rat Wf the banks in 
menced specie payments, and the 
about to do so, : now 
passed. He there! ito posts 3 furth 
tion fur one week, lor the purpose of giving them 


Calhoun, Ful- 


Connecticut, 








BR ryard, Ber rien, 





Southard, Sprague, 











Marvlaod had 





}- 


I } } 
ANKS Ih Penusy were 


Vania 
nic ought not to be 
r Coasidera- 


an opportu 
an vuppor ° 


yefore the Se 









re move 





pone 





nity to Inquire into tie facts 

Mr. BAYARD as 
fect, is as follows 
as inhibi asthe banks, in sai 
first day of March, 
notes of any suspenders 
which is not equivaient to 
same is hereby, suspended in its operation unul the first day 
of March, 1843, unless the banks o1 Virginia and Maryland 
shall before that time resume specie payments, aller which res 
sumption the privilege granted by this act shali cease and de. 
termine.”’ 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the amendment by mak- 
ing in read Virginia or Maryland. He wished it to be dis- 
junctive instead of conjunciuve. He read from the Bal- 
timore Sun a notice of thesudden increase of the quantity of 
specie In circulation in that city, and attributed . 
tial resumption of the banks there, which was also noticed in 
the 8un. The people had teturned to the determination of 
using specie, and to carry out that object, instead 
uncurrent paper such as fe! 





iin proposed his amendment, which, in ef- 
he charters of banks 
lact mentioned, from and after the 
1342, from paying out, or jen the 
led | Whatever 
sliver, shali be, and the 


} 


lal SO mucnol the 






ont 


paper currence 














to the par 


I passing off 
into their hands. had resorted to 
the brokers, and sold it to getthe “hard stuff used in 
their daily purchases. He contended that the taste for specie 
would spread so rapidly, that this non-specie paying District 
would be invaded and captured in ime, and more effectu- 
ally, than the Capt'ol was captured by the British.if this debate 
was not stopped in time to prevent theexample of Baltimore 
from having its effect. He was in favor of delaying the action 
of Congress one week tosee what would be the effect of the 
movements In Baltimore and New Orleans, where the people 
were looking at the banks. 

Mr. KERK said that he liad just examined a newspaper from 
Baltimore, and had seen nothing In it as toa movement on the 
part of the banks (vu resume specie }ayments at this time. “That 
subject was now before the Legislature of Maryland. and the 
first day of May had been proposed for that purpose 


to be 


least 





He would 





| 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tell the Senator from Missouri that if any attempt should be 
made by a mob to disturb the public tranquillity in Baltimore, 
the civil authorities of the city would promptly interfere; and 
he would feel the utmost mortification, if information should 
be brought to him that the amob had induced the 
banks to resume 


Mr. BUCHANAN « 


‘looks’’ of 
bserved from his seat, that what the Se- 


that the people had looked at 





Mr. KERR made a few more comme) ym the subject to tl 
sanie effect as his pre remarks 

M BENTON cor nded hat, according  ,a lada 
re i ook at a king,’ and it would bea stiange state 
things ifthe people might not look at the banks.; 

Mr. WALKER remarked that the people could not look in¢ 
hem 

Mr. BENTON observed that ifthey could not look into 
thein, they could look af them. He presumed it was at the 
W pers of Baltimore the Senator trem Maryland had 





looked, and that would accoun. for his n 
about theresumption Of specie payments 
would look at the Democ ratic papers, he 


He, Mr. B. held ove in his t 


thaving seenany thing 
ut if the Senator 
would see all about it. 


which the Senator might read 


nid 
ina, 





if he pleased. He would find the fact etated in it. \ 
papers were always slow to find out the good news; but her 
was the BalumoreSun, a Democratic paper, in which the fac 
was stated. 

Mr. KERR admitted the Sunto be good anthority. Ifthe 


Senator from Delaware would allow, 
fication to the amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD inquired of the Senator from Missouri whether 
he had not made a motion 

Mr. BENTON said that he ha 
ahout tt. 

Mr. KERR then suggested a verbal! amendment, to which 

fir. BAYARD had no objection 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to insert “Baltimore or Richmond,’ 
in the place of “Maryland and Virginia.” 

Mr. LINN said that all the banks in Baltimore might not re- 
sume. 

Mr. CLAY. 
mond generally 

Mr. BENTON said that he bad just been informed by a gen- 
tleman from Mary land that the Mechanics’ Bank of Baltimore 
had commenced redeeming ita Issues. He thouglit that they 
had better stop for twenty-four hours; and wait until the cars 
came in to-morrow; and therefore he moved that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BAYARD desired that the bill might be engrossed to-day 
tor athird reading to-morrow. . 

The question was taken on the 
decided in the negative—ayes 

The amendment of Mr. Bayarp, ¢ 
Baltimore or Richmond, was then a 

The question yw being on Mr. Ss 
the bill for one wee 
sulted as follows aves 18, noes 25 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fy!- 
ton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut 
Swirgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, and Youn A 

NAYS Messrs. Archer, Jarrow, Bate 7, Ba rard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, C Evans, Graham, Henderson, Hunting. 
ton, Kerr. Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, 
Rives, Simmons, Sinith of Indiana, & 
Woo c / 
The bill was then reported 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then went int 
a short time spent there 
iourned, 


he would suggest a modi- 





oamend 


, but he did not care any thing 


Let it then be the banks of Baltimore or Rich 


motion to adjourn, and it was 


18, noes 22, 





; amended, so as to read 
"ee d to, 











S motion to pos’‘pone 


by yeas and nays, and re- 


it Was f 














ayton, 


Sprague, Tallmadge, and 





dge 








o the Senate, and ordered to be 


an Kxecutive 8E3810N, ar 


d, after 
12 lo ia were ope rT) 


) 
I and i 


ad. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, March 1842, 

The journal of yesterday was read anil approved, 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York asked leave to offer the { 
lowing resolution, which was read for information 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
to report to this House what amounts the district attorne 
clerks of the districsand circuit ¢ 





ney, 
and marshal of the 
Southern district of New York have returned to the Treasury 
Department, since March, thousand hundred and 
forty-one, as having been received by them for fees and emolu- 
whatar 


urts, 





one eight 








ments; nount each has retained f r cCOMpensation to de 
puties, and what amount for office and other expenses, and 
what amonnt for themselves; whether said officers are re- 
quired to make their returns of feesand emoluinents under oath, 
and what is the form ofreturn as prescribed to them; whether, 
since the passage of the civil and diplomatic appropriation bil] 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, the office 
of clerk of the districtand circuit court of the southern district 
of New York has not been divided, so that there is now aclerk- 
ship of the district court held by one persen, and a clerkshi; 
of the circuit court held by another; whether before the nas- 
sage of said act both offices were not held by one individual. 
Mr. ANDREWS of Kentucky inquired ofthe Speaker what 
was the recular business of the morning hour? 
The SPEAKER. Reports from committees. 
Mr. ANDREWS objected to the reception of the reso ution 
Mr. McCLELLAN said he hoped the objection would 
» resolution had reference to an amend: 
which he desired to offer to the general appropriation bill, and 
the information It ca led for was re quisite to that end 
Mr. ANDREWS withdrew his objection. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi hoped 
would be so modified as 
all the districts: or at 
Mr. S. MASON desired t 
out “41841,” 
But, objection beir 
ceived ; 
On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the papers in the c 
Harper, before the Committee on 
drawn 











yersisted in. 


that the resolution 
for similar information from 
so far as Mississippi was concerned. 
yamend the resolution by striking 


0 call 


east 





and inserting 





let 


Zginac 


oO the resolution, it was not re- 


ase of John 
the Judiciary, were with 


RETRENCHMENT REPORT 
Mr. BOWNE moved that the vote by which the last of the se- 
ries of resolutions reported from the Select Commnit'es on Re- 
trenchment, with the amendments thereto, had yeater lay been 
laid on the table, be re-considered. : 
The resolution is in the following words 


| 


























Resolved, Thatit be hereatier a standing 1 he House 
that no extra compensation be allowed to any « ssenger 
page, laborer, or o rf louse, or 
engaged in or about the put ulldinmes 

»>which resolution M { n.oved the 
following amendme 

Provided, Thats 1 the foregoing resoluu as fixes 
the number of clerks. n : pages, shall go into ope 
ration trom and after | ReFEIt f Con 
gress lt however, any « e pa t e } ts or 
resolutions, shall go ¢ } mployment fore the close of the 

eir pla h ) ! as mak he whole 
the number prov i for by the resoluti reported b 
the committe 

To which amendment Mr. Ha ! he re red the 
following amendment 

“And that hereatter it sha Iso bea i f 5 
House that no person sha an offices e Hou ‘ 
tinne In ils employment, who ill be é { 36 
tion of any claim egau he Government, o¢ i sted in 
any such claim, otherwise than as an original ant: and 
that it shall be the duty of the Committee of A it 
quire into and report tu the House any violations ¢ ist 

{| Which amendment ¢ e amendn { rree 
And at that point, it i e questi t iy, the whole 
subject had b id on the ta 

After a brief conversation, the question on thet ym ot Mr 
Bowne was taken, without a division, and Ue v WAS rect 


sidered 
The question then recurring on the resolutions and amen 
ments 
Mr. BOWNE moved the previous « 
And there was asecond 
Andthe main question was ordered 





1eSile 





And the main question (beiig firston the amendment of Mr 
Briccs as amended by the amendment of Mr. Hai) was 
ordered, and, being taken, the amendment as amended was 


agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the adoption o! the reso 
as amended— 

Mr. TRIPLETI called for the rea'ing 
solution as amended having been read 

Mr. ATHERTON called for a division, 
nal resolution, and then on the ar 
dered. . 

And the question being first on the ori 

Mr. MORGAN asked! the yeas and 
fused. 

The question being 
adopted. ; 

And the question again recurring on the second division, be 
ing on theamendment of Mr. Brica: 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked ihe yeas an ly . Whichw 
refused. 


thereof And the re- 


first on the origi 
nendment; which wa 
} 
inal resoluti 
nays, which Vv > re 


then taken, the original reeoluti wis 


The question was then taken lithe an ‘ 4 5 
to, 

And the question recurri ¢ on the i V le - 
amendment of Mr. Hatt) it wa c { 


aflirmative withouta d 
So the amendment to the amendment was a 
It was, therefore, 


Vision, 











Resolved, That it be hereafter a star lit rule of the Hou . 
that no extra compensation be allowed wy officer. n pa 
ger, page, Javorer, OF other person ‘ rvi 6 Bon 
or € yy abou I pu i i ' il inva I 
vide ymuch of the for re , ? sa 
number of clerks, messengers, aid pages, i i cra 
tion from and after the close « prese ‘ Congress 
If, however, any oft pages, under ext ! so 
tions, shall go outlct en y before oa 
sion, their places shall not be filied so as ‘ 
ceed the nu:nber provided for by the reso reno Tory 
committee. And tha ‘ . sas 
of this House that no » n officer we Minuee, to 
continue Ip HS emMypics i} a € j ro 
secution Of any ciadim % ver ; : 
in any such ciaim Olherwise than as a Fl . - a 
that it shall be the duty of the Conn eof A 


into and report to the 


Mr SMITH of Virginia, (leave bei I vy 





pension of the rules to enable him to offer a resolu 
of which could not be obtaine 
The quesilon belt taken, U H[louse 1 


rules. 


Mr. McCLELLAN 


again asked the Hot 








solution offered by him in relation to the fees of D Avior 
neys. 

Mr. FILLMORE objected; and called f 
day, being the receprior . 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, from the Comn Ware a: 
Means, made an adverse report upon the petition George 
Adam and Edward Winslow; which re; wa Te 


upon the table 
Mr. ATHERTON, from the C : ' 
fe an adverse report upon the pettion of Mc Dowell. Hayne 
and Co ; which report was oreered to hie typior 
Mr. GIDDINGS, from :lie é ittee of ¢ 


ma 








port upon the peuuon of Edwin H. Chiicer rei 
John P. Hickman, accompanie ya bi r his relic * 
bill was read a first and second time, ai Lila tte Cx 
mittee of the Whole House to mor: 

Mr. GIDDINGS, trom the Commi of Clai made : 


verse reports upon the petitions of e f wing nar i 


sons, to wit: John W. Campbell, Henry P. Ru a mit is 
trator ot Samuel Russell, Doctor James H 4I éwe, Horatio 
N Crabb, George Colliei and W am G.P ie, Ja s{ heek, 
Angus M. A. Crawtford, Danie! Brayman, Jane Parker, widow 


of Southey Parker, John Chaffee, Anthony Gal 
Johnson and John G Clayton, Robert B. Kerr, Joby G. Bibb 
Jacob Vance, Philip Lightfoot, of Kentucky, Thomas J stone. 
and Samuel Kerr; which eatd reports were ordered to fie up, 


ra pon 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee of Ciaims, made a repor 
upon the petition of Char es H. Atherton, companies by a 
bill for his relief; which bill was read at 1 eecond t 
and committed toa Comratttee f the Whole Hou o 


row. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee of Claims, me 
upon the petition of Davi M. Hughes, Charles 
John Henderson, accompanied by 








t bill for their relief w ich 





sy > 


. 
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C. Doxey ra ere 
MEDILL, the ¢ MILTON BROWN 

















ittee on Revoluth 











anied by a bi 


Whole House I 
ASEY, from | 








CASEY, from 
was relerre { 








And the bi | 
BREWSTER 





thers, heirs of Cap 
John Em- 
heirs of Colonel William 
phen Graham; h irs of Lieutenant 

Hardaway; 
James Hackley; heirs of 
of Wood Jones; 
Kennedy; Martha 





Thomas Cooke 





was committed 


ai seiies vathaniel Irish; heirs 
BREWSTER, 
im Langbourn 
Hiudson Martin; 
UN; Edmut 





heirs of Eve 





Richard Pau 





JACOB TH 





L. the Committee on Revolutionary 
| of Priscilla Briges, 
els, allas Akerly, 





mmittee on 
and it was referred to 


in the case 


Somunittee on Re 


t and paper 





Post Roads, repo GOODE, f 





Mr. UNDE (WOOD, ft 











half-pay due o 
deceased; which 





TRIPLETT, 
Hlouse to-m 


Yorke, ma WASHINGT’ mn Revolutionary 
orke, m : 
the petition of Ephraim 


BARNARD 


, 
mittee on Reve 


petitions of the heirs and 


Mr. WASHINGTON, from the Cor 





On motion of M 
ry, to which was 
bar of Milwaukie couny 
ing that the official tern 
limited; and the memorials of 


Committee on Revo 
vetition of the heirs 

Captain David Noble, deceased, 
their relief; which bill was read the 





the Legislat 








tie aid second time t »a Com of the 
Whole House to-morrow 
Mr. TOURNEY, th the ¢ mittee Private Land Claims, 
ace ivorat eports petitions of Jacob Hass, and 
(Gseorge al Reule Atle wi i reports were ald upon the 
1 
Mr. MOORE, from the Cemmittee on Private Land Clain 
ade a report upon the petition of Eugene Borel, accoin- 
1 by for hisrell which bili Was read the first and 


timiltted a Committee « the Whole 





Mr. MOORE ithe ¢ nittee on Private Land Claims, 
made a re pon peu , of e widow and heirs of 
Emanuel Trick ci \ ed y a bill, confirming their 

il a certai ‘t md; which bill was reada first and 

nd time. and ninitte » a Committee of the Whole 
ij rrow 

Mr. MOORE. fron e ¢ nitiee on Private Land Claime 
ma a report ut e} 4 James Fort Muse, In behalt 

3 wife. Marzuerite A i Muse, merly Marguerne 
Bo yea com ibva bi 1 » the said May 
ite A de Muse ‘ ‘ air Of land 
v t ‘ rea i ( ime, aud nmi ito 
i ( i Wi tH or 
Mr. MOORE. trom ( trivate Land Claime 
fea repor etith i) ii MW tit Charles 
= ma hs li el H i Livi , Wi 
Vy of t add Ta tile vy a bill, 
riz t pate » l » ia Ki ew Pellerin 
is hel i i W ill was rea fir i second 

Mr. STUART of Virginia, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. reported a bill for the relief r. W. Chinn, and 

t to tirm Anto »Cherino inl 1imto a tract of land 

Stat Lon ina, accompanied by a repert in each 
ize; W h bi wert veraily read a first and second 


a commited { iiiee he Whole House tq 
morrow 
Mr. SBALTONSTALL. {1 he Comm eon Manufacture 








’ 
reporte e follow resol ! 

hie ved, That the Com ee on Manufactures be autho 
rized to ¢ yacletk for month if they shall so long re 

ire hy rvice 

Debate arising on this resolutien, It was laid over for con. 
siderat hereafter, according to the ement of this day. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsvivania, fi the Committee on In 
lian Affairs, ¥ ported a joi rest ton to continue two clerks 
in the business of reservall ind grants under Indian treaties; 
W reso/ut was read a first a econd ume, and com 


mitted to the Committe f the Whole House on the State ol 


oO i WILLIAM O. BUTLER, the Committee on 






I » Affairs was di i 1 1 the « sideration Of the 
t 1 of Jo James | rney, and it was laid upon the 
Mr. GOGGIN, fi he Cor tee on Milttary Affairs re- 

porteda to dispe with e office of Superintendent of the 

National Armories; which bill was read a first and second time, 

and committed to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the I sion 
Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, re- 


perted a bill to reduce the number of clerks in the Ordnance 
Office, and to regulate the pay thereof; which bill was read a 
f and second ime, and committed to the Committee of the 


Whole House to-morrow 

Mr. GOGGIN, from ‘he Committee on Military Affairs, to 

which was referred the bill from the Senate, entided “An act 
133 














for the relief of the heirsof Danie! Pettibone, cea re 
ported the same with an aie ent; Which bill was com 
mitted ta the Committe fthe W e House to-monow 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Com ‘e on Military Affairs, to 
which was refer the till from the Senate. entitled “An act 
for the relief of Caroline E wher widow of Dr. George 
C. Clitherall, late a surg he Army of the United States, 
made an unfavorable ve rts whiel rnd report were com- 
mitted he Committe 


it } of the Whole House to-motrow 
Mr. WM. C. CAMPBELL, from t { 
Attairs, to \ 





ich were referred bi rom the Senate, entitled 
t laim of the State 








of Mai i el $ “An act to pro- 

vide for the paymer f of the balance 

due said State for ¢ aising, equipping, 

and paying offa regiment of volunteer militia, mustered into 

the service of the United States, and employed in the Florida 

war inthe year one thousand e: hundred and thirty-six,” 
j ' } 


made reports thereon, accompanied by an amendment to each 
bill; which satd bills were committed to the Committe of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 

Mr. WM. 0. BUi LER, from the Committee on Military Af. 
airs, made an adverse report upon the cases of Harriet Lea- 
venworth, widow of the late General Henry Leavenworth, 
Francis Fowler, Elizabeth Monroe, Ann 8. Heileman, Jose 
phine Nourse, and L. A, Garner; which report was ordered to 
le upon the table 


On motion of Mr. W. O. BUTLER, the Committee on Military 
Atlairs was discharged from the consideration of the petitions 
ifthe General Assembly of the State of Missouri, for a milita- 


ry roadon the 1 iid State, and it was referred 











tathe ¢ mimiriee ry anais 
Mr. WISE, from ttee on Naval Affairs, reported 
a y regulate tl | nt, pay, andrank, of chief and 
ant engineers for steamships of war in the navy of the 





United States: which bill was read a first d seccnd time, and 
sammitted tothe Committee of the Whole House on the state 


of the Uni 

Mr. SMITIL of Virginia, 

y Pensions, reported a 
New York, and a bill for 
panied by a report in eac] 
and second time, and com 
House to-morrow 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, fromthe Committee on Revolutionary 
rted a bill forthe relief of George Sutherland, 

relief of Phillis Talton, accompanied by a re- 

‘ase; which bills were read a first and second time, 
toa Committee of the Whole House to-mor- 


‘ommiuttee on Revolution. 
relief of john Keith of 
George Mortis, accom- 
ch bills were read a first 
ommittee of the Whole 














On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRO, the Committee on Revo. 
lutionary Pensions was discharged from the consideration of 
the petitions of Edward Holliday and Henry Mayson, and they 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Clai : 


























ee ———_—[—___ 
See 


Mr. L. W. ANDREWs, from he Committee on Revolt 





i 
vary Pensivus, rey ed a bil rthe relief of Vresley Gray 
a bill for the relief Sa Hutchins t i fer tt 
seltefof Ca Ate V wert erally read 
slanu s¢ i I ind ¢ Litraytte a I t 
Who Il t ’ rrow 
On motio Mero i. ANDREWS, the com: ee on Ke 
ie iy Pensions W lischarged | the cons i 
eres ! il t List i we ) 
AUive LO COMpeisatllon Pension azelils, 1 it Was ial 


» table 
Me. MATHIOT, ‘rom tie Committ 1 Revolutionary Pe 


e #, T¢é ried a Dilif t i i Eliza h Cobax; abi 
r the relief of Margaret MeMurtri i bill for the rehet 
Catharine Wi ibiil tor the reliefot Tannah Waid 1 bi 
forthe rellefof Hannah Carrier; il for the relletot Natha 
Baldw t a bi I I t I 1G 4 t 
] bY l t W bi were seve 
read a fil ‘ | i ¢ 


t Whole Ho Wor 
Mr. MATHILOY, ithe Con ( 1 Revolutionary P 








S, nade a I Le poe I il 
Which report w wdered to le \ 
Mr. FORNANCE, ti Committee on R y 
Peusi Ss, rej fatbi tor rehlef of Chrisuana Lov a 
for the reli Mary Ra i { I 
} vid lega my ve (> Paris { 
rther ol Elisha Davi re i of Amy 
\ Watt, tl fou eliel s Day; a i I t 
reliet of ( eo W. ¢ n { by a rey 
each « whit 1 we era read a f 
1 n lco if IkLive of vi i 
Vir. BABCOCK, fi { littee on Re ! ry P 
elons, made are | he tally McCraw, v v 
f Francis McCraw, a \ ibya uw her relief; w 1 
bill was read a first and ne, and cor edto a ¢ 
e W 


i f Harry W. Cam 

irk, praying that the 

red to refund to him certain 
se for the purpose of ob 

| nventor of Hit 9 td 

7 excay 


f Claims. 
Mr. RODNEY, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen 
| 
p + 4 





sions, reported a for the reli f Mary tke, andat 
e reiiel of the iegal repres itives of Col. Joha HH. Sto 
npanied by a report in each case; which bills were read 


irst and time, and committed to a Committee of 
Whole Hou 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. fr the Committee on Re 








iry Pensio Mace a repo! oO pret di) harine 
n,accompanied by al I whe Wa 

sada first and seco rme, aid comin » ad 

i¢ Whole Hou t row 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, from the Committee on R ior 
sions, made a report on the petition of Sally Pratt, 
led by a bili for her relief; w bill was read the first 
id time a ) to a Con ttee of the W} 





morrow 
GORDON, fi ymmittee on Invalid Pensions, 
parate reports upon the petituons of Mary McFee, wi 
1G rt McPee, JamesGray.an?! Christopher Lambert 














and moved tha eco nittee beau arged {I nine ce Shue 
of said petit Which motion was % ed to 
(s leredto li n th i 
GORDON, from the Con tet Invalid Pensio 
miade favorable reports upon the petitions of D e| ke and 
Isaac H. Giffor vhich teports were ordere » hie 
table 
Mr. GORDON, from tie Committee on Invalid Pensions, 1 
lab for f Willan Slovu ndat { 
the reliet of John E. W \ ipa } L report in ea 
ty | i 
On motion of Mr. GORDON, the Committee on Invali 
Pensions *harged from the consideration of petition 
Marci ling it was relerred to the Co il 
Private Land Claim 
Oi motivo f Mr. STRATTON, the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions was discha i fromthe considera‘io f the pention 
f Reuben Murray; aad it was refert to the ¢ imi t 
Revolutionary Per :. 
Mr. STRATTON, trom the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petitions of Samuel M 


Asbury, Robert Irwin, Leonard 

gener; which report was ordere:! to 
Mr. STRATTON, from the Comn 

made unfavorable re t the 

ard Swallow, jr. an 
le upon the talile 

Mi. AYCRIGG, from the Committee « 
é 








Cole; which reporis were ordet 








ported a bill forthe relief of F. B. De for 
the relief of George Ho accom} 
each case; which bills verally i 
time, and committed toa Committee of = 
morrow. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee " 





made unfavorable reports upon the cases ot Cl 
Robert Lang, Daniel Guerrant, William Sims, John Py 
vid Bartlett, John Campbell, and Robert Milligan 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Tavatid Pen nS, 
made a report upon the petition of W n Glover, accompa- 
nied by a bill for his reli which bill was read a firstand se 
cond time, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House 
to-morrow 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
made an unfavorable report upon the petition of Neil Shannon 














which report was 0 1 to lie upon the table 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the Committee on Invalid Per 
Blons wasdischarge! from the msideration of the peution of 
Sarah Eckhart and Andre Spear, widow of John Spear, and 





the petitions were laid on the table 

M:. BAKER, from the Committee on Invalid Fensions 
made uufvvorable reports u the petitions of Daniel Duggan 
and Thomas Garner; which oris were ordered to lie u 
the table. 

Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, re- 
ported the following bills, viz 

A bill granting a pension to Aquilla Goodwi 

A bill granting anincrease of pension to Isaac Plummet 
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f rted in ! ( ( K I 
ry 1 Ww A t 

8 i ! I m Ist! Vv 
4 ri y 5 her aistt ‘ 

} Ww , . I Sta 

tid goods, W 1 ! w lie pe & 

wl I I } N Dd i [ ahy 

v y fand i v y 4 it i srt ria 
© T ] es i a } re r i 1 
from time t I he pr Secretary of the ‘Trea 

' and a A co vith this a ire y reé 
pealed 

Mr. C. in making re narked that it ¥ 
ry, tha f hstanding tl litee, under a miviction 
f the great importance ! byect both to our foreign 
freizhts and to our interna ryl > with Mexico and the 
British North American ! ud concurred in the report, 
some gentlemen on the eommiuttee had reserved to themselves 
the liberty of modifying the provisions of the t if subsequent 











10 id} rimauvion should suggest any desirable amend- 

M ( é sideration of th impertance of the bill, 

\ } € ri le t b amendment, and re- 
itt bl wi wa reed (oO 

BANKRUPLE LAW 

Mr. MAXWELL, { ihe Committee on the Judiciary, to 

\ Vas rred i sremonsirating against the 

prea passe ist (extra) session of ¢ ougress, 

ul sy i biKTUL cy, Wilh Instructions 


» ibe ¢ i y of reporuing a bill to amend 


le e@) Kruptiaw so as to inelude all sociauions and 
i i ts ie s tor cir Hauion as n 
y i i t L suitittee may deem 
( y ij j pe 
i i ex en Line ne €Xl bat 
»} 1 Cialions al porate t \ is 





Mr. M , at t repe id on ta and 
Mr. ROOSEVELT called for the reading of the report; which 
Wi i 
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Con ! Wiolk { s hi 
bu it motion bel emg waived) the rules of the House 
re Mr GORD N, suspended in order to re 
' row ¢ tices @ivi rise to no debate 
7 were then reported, an a F of which 
i y Outil \ 
V\ ( i I t i Affairs was Calle 
Mr. BOWNE rose {sail thathe destred to put an inquiry 
( mitiee on Foreign Affairs li reiauion (oa matter now 
te ! heim 
Vhe SPEAKER. Ii can be done only by general consent. 
Mr. BOWNE desired to inquir yareport might be ex 
} 1 from the commiltiee ¢ the peuibon sume time Bir c re 
ert m ont subjec American prisoners confined tr 
V Dieman’s } 
Cries ordei rie goon with reports.’’ | 
So, ction being made, the Inquiry Was not entertained 
Oo rrepor were then mace 
Mr. M. A. COOPER (leave be d) moved a suspen- 
ifthe rules for the purpose ig him to report a 
) prov pay t of Certain Vorunteers 
he t He suse TELUS ) suspend the 
rui 
M McKEON (eat eing denied) moved a si ‘on of 
rule, for the reese ol otfermg the foiown i n 
Ke re Tina } Ss re 
‘ } Lio 
re 
P ue 
wie f I ( I 3 
pr Ww I ra 
i esll ike 
ru 
Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee of Ways and Means, re- 
ported the follow ; 
Resolved, ‘ihat the Committee on Expenditures on the Pub 
ic I j i i what extent plans have been ad pted 
for | jugs. it living expenditures exceeding those 
( ‘ e origi propbia ions for h objects; 
vv ‘ j i shi exceeced 
{ Line ymuntiee report such 
+ hey xy thi I pedientlu preven ysuch 
aDduses Inf ire 
Mr. BARNARD rosea ave ni that he would to-mor 
row ask House ° reavintion heretofore offer 
min i o the re-arrangement Gl e Hall 
Mr. B } vad ram a lesk which he 
y y ) daily “ v » had an luterest 
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fu 3 ‘ a I ) 
The House, moti Mr. FILLM( 














into Cornmnrtee of the Whole o 1e state of the Union, [Mr. 
i 38 Massacthiusett ve chair the bill making ap- 
} ria for t civ) i | t expenses of the Go 
Ver i lor Ve; {4 
V re Comunittee fa a ate of the question was 
W 
Mr. G. D 
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iv 
State a 
} ‘ } 
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be 
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! ! ne 
{nd ’ 
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a riz 
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To “h t vent Mr. Wiss had ofiered an amendment 
pro i ] i uly ; 
Pha e me State should cause to erected, some- 
wher j i } bstantl yrick building, 
) ( ov iin steam presses for the use of 





Government. and be furnished with founts of tvpes, &e not to 
a public printer ata sala- 
ry of $1,500, whose duty it should be to purct wwe materiale and 
employ laborers at the usual prices The whole to be conducted 
under ihe superintendence ofthe Vice President and Heads of De- 
Government expence And as soon asthe new 
rrepared to go into Operation, thencefor 


vaper or private printer todo the printing 


exceed in cost $50. 009, and to appoint 
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j I a kt Year it Was t 1 
€ i fall I It seemed to hit 
were wor all th rzuments and the 
He also referred to a statement madet 
gentlieman,that Mr. Allen, printer to the Senate, 
A Mr. Blake, a bookbinder of this city, who 
Mr. A.) $<00 for every class of Senate journals he 
{fer other binding to which Mr. A. was entitled 
V v y per M4 
here wa 
rof 
y y Ce 
he w 
il ake taf 
i ens 
Na 
2 ’ 1 W el ! ' ' cy isly ¢ e 
j! : his ! ee WwW ther it wa 
‘ es thane he] ic j = 
sé i ) AY } re son by this 
t Ways ) 
was ' » 1 » was th w ¢ ‘ 
rea aw of 1S3%a iy it Was no 
Depart: s had repealed aw by 
td f j The provision which € 
VAR y ceciara yoru iwnowl 
dD il 1d sed »carry 
H »t Cierk’s tab where it was 
v “oY relat { 8 ° 
t f i m kh ucky G. Da 
i Mr. aw gana 
Mr. W ro 1 i t 
4 iV \\ it ft : 
) . r ! pT ria 
N yf tk il Kpired. Dt 
t Vision. il 8 “ ttule 
v 2 statement respect Mr. Alle 
t By es 1ie Ife} show 
I é wenly per ce He might hav 
i ' nav Ww I cy mace 
= ( hat their own 7 el joyed 
| And was he to-day retire from 
i i er, he (Mr. W.) ! u 
I ) y sity i } ltwenty 
( I r reform ont sub 
4 ’ wh hev came toas 
I rm W ! ‘ ne ] ry 
i | \ i pri er ¢ 12 \ 1 ter 
Iie 0 tleme i f 
’ Vv { ‘ I “f 
' pa = 1e Gover 
| sie! f iiking at one parti 
fit play this part of a Jew in having 
f west, meanest prices wh € pool 
upport himself? 
Dye i printing was c 
Retre ment, andit mi 
Ww g 1 ne form 
which reje i 
ract plan, whi was ar Tr 
l i public printer; and what did 
It was a mere party pationa Ile was pre 
I nittee would not e out the pro 
vas Comme ito offer his amendment, from an es- 


e had received from a practical printer now en- 


ivy, that this 
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argest establishmentsin tt 
W Lv s-0.000 ner annum t 


proposed Not only could 











1e 
f his plan, but they would e 
irity of the public press. This patronage to the 
r, the ¥ ige newspapers throughout the coun- 
ecting printers to dothe public work, was 
wer than any other wielded by the Governmer 
t fthe metropolitan pres 
if teu, in party measures, was the first to give 
rhay he nod of one manin Washington, who 
) to these paper from which a village 
took it for granted as public sentiment, while the 
try were about the:r business unattending to 
siness. This wasthe way in which public senti- 
manufactured; and one pitiful, dirty, contemptible 





per, would sometimes epeak the public senti 


> whole vicinity. They found in a good many cases 
first was against public sentiment. By this patron 


Qgppeseeenee 





COO _—_ 


age— Governmen: patronage—to village newspapers, not only 
was public sentiment manufactured, but independent men, the 
Representauves of the peopie, whu Know how the people ars 

trolled and deceived by this power of the press—thig cor- 












wer Of the press, that in a majority of lostances jg 
ride by very appropria Ss lor public prinung—were 
onsitaiied to be silent, or, if they went against this, they 
were i.zer recognised as their friends . 
Hi f e liberty, the treedom, and the value of the 
ic press iras any man did. One of the greatest bless 
1 vy hadever had e distiict Wlich he had the honor to 
prese Was, tha er ever Wasa press established In it, fa 
v | ta w one to be established He 
had ever Warted against Executive power since he had been in 
iis hI vas more streugth to be dreaded in this arm of 
x “ he power of che press, tian [any other arm. 
Pie Gover t t ) slLiipped irom the pudlic press; to 
leave the | nument in the hands of the people, and notin 
hand your ji irty Village sheets, that are bought up 

is I ive patronace 
This sub was full of retrenchment, of great reform, in 
inpari heir re Ent resoiutions, Cutung 





ges, dwindled into insignificance, If gen- 
emen would take up this principle, a boasted Whig principle, 
wrather a minority principle, tor beth parties, when out of 
power, concurred that Government ought to be stripped of this 


werweenlig power,)a great andsalutary reform might be ef 
fected. And now wasthe time’for it. For the first time in the 


history of this Government, an Executive was found without a 
at least a majority party. Now was the 
i them not say that their Ex- 
ecutive printing should be done on contract, when their Legis- 





rerorim 


uve printer had his work so as to make $70,000 out of 
$150,000. Hecalied on Congress to make it no party question 


yle meas jut to let it remain together, either not to legis- 
atall, or go fully and practically into the subject. Untul 
he could have have an open bill on this subject, as he hoped he 
would have from the Committee on Retrenchment, he was for 
passing 1 by altogether. He hoped they would strike out this 

g snt ilem as it is, anu the law of 1839 
as itis. That was the object of his amendment. 

Mr. S$, MASON addressed the Chair, but yielded the floor mo. 
Meutarily to- 

Mr. G. Da VIS, who stated the fact that he had had an inter 
view with Mr. Allensince he (Mr. D.) had made his previous 
remaiks, and was informed by him thatit was not true that he 
liad tet the binding out, as he had made the charge. Butin rela. 
tion to the cost of the Navy Register, before and afler the con- 
tracts under the law of 1539, his statement was true. He further 
referred to the difference of the cost of printing the Lawes of 
Congress in pamphlet form before and after the passags of this 
law, showing that the laiter was much lese. 

Mr. 8. MASON said the present proceeding furnished a most 
salist ry argument against the action of the committee in the 





proviso, jeaving the con 




















form now propse Ther is att Immaiurity and crudity of 
purpose developed in thei proceedings, tending to show, con. 
clusively, that th re notin possession of the requisite in- 





formallonto act 
in this amendment 
Mr. M. said le was in favor of separating the public printing 
mthe political press, It was a piinciple that he avowed 
When be Was in the minority. 

Mr. MASON here suspended his remarks; and, 

The SPEAKER having momentarily resumed the chair for 
this pury 

Twom 


ligence on the great subject involved 








es in writing were received f om the President of 





the United States by the hands of JoHN Ty er, jr. esq. his pri 
vale secretary. 
Mr. CUSHING asked forthe reading of the messagea 





P : 
Mr. FILLMORE said he doubted the propriety of the read 


ing of the messages at this ime, the SPEAKER having resumed 
he chair merely tor their reception, 

Mr. CUSHING move hat the messages be read 

The SPEAKER said it Lad not been the practice of the 
House to interrupt the business ¢ committee for this pur 
pose When the committee rose, the gentleman could move 
the reading. 

Mr. CUSHING «a 
rise for this purpo 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat; and 

Mr. MASON continued. As the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. Wisz) had said, this was emphaucally a Whig principle. 
li was was when they were in the minority, the gentleman had 
said; and he might bave dune them addiuenal justice if he had 


mate another remark—that the propos!uon now pending con- 


ible, unquestionable evidc nce that thia principle was 
not inteuded to be abandoned now, when they were in a majo 
rity, (if so be that they Were in a majority.) There were before 
the gentleman incontestable proofs tha', In the majority, they 
were what they pi sed in the minority 

He agreed wiih the gentleman froin Virginia that this wasa 
question of very great magnitude, and that its discussion should 
poned to amore favorable moment. Its pol.tical and 
moral bearings were of great importance. In the belief that the 
details of this system co: ld not receive full consideration on this 
amendment, he was resolved that he would vote against every 
proposition on the subject, and woul therefore go to strike out 
the pro >from the ¢ imuitee of Ways and Means, b. cause it 
was the oceasion of difficulty in this bill, and because it was an 
imperfect provision, not comprehending all the details. 

He was now, as he had been yearsago. in favor of a national 
printing enstablishment; whether such an establishment would 
cost more or jess than the present mode would be of secondary 
consequence. In the separation of the printing of the Goverr- 
men: trom the public press, he could seea security of public 
morality of inestimable value 











ie would then move that the committes 











tained Infa 


















He hoped that a large majority of the committee would be 
found in favor of the amendment now pending, in order that 
they might get rid of the subject now obstructing all legislation; 
and he trusted a majerity would be found to carry a resolution 
to the Committee on Retrenchment or one of the standing com- 
mittees, anthorizing that committee to make such inquiries as 
are necrssary, and propose a plan that should comprehend the 
entire extent ef the public printing of the two Houses of Con- 
gress and the Executive Departmentsof Government. He saw 
no reason why it could not be done at any time. 


If it was the desire of the committee to take the question 
now, he would very willingly give way that the vote might be 
taken, 


Mr. CUSHING eaid if the question was to be taken he 














wouldask for teliers. If not, he wou 
rise. 
The CHAIRMAN ited the ques! 


Mr. McK EON sai! he | 


Mas wou , in emarks 
Mr. CUSHING (Me. 4 N vieldir 
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$15,009,000, rest m $5,000,000 of sy 


Government stock held ia reserv 
cies of suc | 
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sure and stable 





Should this provision, however, not be adopt 
then it is obvious thatthe whole amount 


authorized by the late act of Congres 


upon the revenue of 1543, without any ¢ 


this state oft 


relief And, in view of 





tion of grave importance, whether it would n 
recommend an inciease of the loan to an amount sufficient to 
absorb the Treasury notes that will be outstgnding at the en 
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fractional section 
the Srate of Ala- 


irchase at the minimum price 
17, 8.5. R. 4, inthe Cahaua land district, 1 





bama, W tract of land wasresurveyed to Ar ur Sienure by 
treaty of Fort Jack and conveyed to him by said Wil 
iam Waller for a vaiue msideratio 





PASSAGE OF THE DISTRICT BANK BILL 


Mr CLAY moved that the Senate now take up the bill from 


1 





ell which, as amer yesterday, and ordered to be en- 
grossed, authorizes the banks in the District of Columbia to re- 
1 pay epreciated bank 4 me year, or 

’ e ba in Baltimore or Ric ) 





specie pay 


pa : time, a discussion might arise which would continue 


Mr CLAY seid, that at one o’clock he wanted totake up the 
resolutions in relation to the tariff; and he again moved that 
1 hank bill, as the Senate 

















hey preceedl to ispose of the 
was probably as full now as it would be at any ume during the 
ay 

Mr. KING remarked that they would have to postpone the 

ler yf the 5 r that purpe se 

Mr. CLAY li hink s 

Mr KIN 8a aL tw Mw yet one o%¢ 

Mr. CLAY ery bills were alwaystaken up before | 

Mr. KING entertained a contrary opinion. 

hie was howevertaken up, and read the third time; and 
he ¢ he ¢, Shall the bill ? 

Mr. WOODBURY called forthe yea id nays, which 
were ordered, and being taken, were—yeas21l, nays 18, as fol 
ows 

YE AS—Messrs. Barrow, Bares, Bayard, Choate, Clay, Clay- 

Evans, Graham, Hunungton, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, 
? s, Porter, Prentiss, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Southard 
Sprague. Ta!lmadge, and Woodbridge—21 





NA YS—Messrs. Alle 
c McRober 























Phe Sen ymsideration of the orders 
fthe day, whict ought up the to amend the act ¢ ed 
A yappropria he proceeds of the ga { pu : 
i and to gra ' nption4ri ipproved me he 
4] The immediate question pending was th fallowing 
amet at, su ! lby Mr. McRoserrs on vesterday, viz 
That so much of the act entitled ‘An act to approyt he 
proceeds ot ’ the public lands, and to grant pre-en 
in rights.’ approved September 4, one usand eight hundi 
and forty one, as excludes from the right of pre 
who e ! ublic lands bet they 
and so much of the said act as excludes from the 
mt e who own three hundred and twe 
elsewhere or those whoremoved from their own 
upon the public lands; and so much of said act 
to all pers s Who are not citizens of th 
or who had not filed their application yecome Citizens, before 
they settled upon the land; be and the same is hereby repealed 
and modified, eo as to allow a pre-emption to all persons who 


are e ito the same according to the other provisions of 
of the United 
leclaration in the propercourt of 


persons who shal! become citizens 


Srares, or who shall file thet t 


| ecome citizens at any time before the public cale« 
whick they reside, and who shall 


| b 


| improvements required 
toa pre-emption under the sar 
Mr. McROBERTS observed that he had offered hisamen 


mend wi 


Sarena ye yy said act, shall be er 





iblic lands. He 


did this under the hope that the change pre 


This never could be 
the act of last session. 
tf the Government 

idemnation of the people, 








Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Fulton, 
Sevier. Smith of Connecticut, “tur- 


. Walker, Wilcox, Williams Woodbury, Wright, 





have made the 


the view of effecunga change ia the nrovisions of 
eact of Seprember last, by removing the restrictions whic! 


ed so unjustly and injuriously against settlers on th 


sedto he effected would remain asa permanent provision of 
aw onthe statute book, governing the subjoct of pre-empuon 
he case with regard to the provisions of 
It never could become the settled policy 
It was an act which had already met the 
and if it was not changed now, 
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from the journal tha emanated froma womar T! was a || the question would be agitated from time to time tll it was re 

ame of the place where Mr. Benner resi hav pealed. [He pomted out how injuriously it affected the citizens 

ike I i There , of nine States, and those, too, who were least able to bear y— 

‘ 1 ¢ t | ion poor tl who had immigrated from the old States with ther 

i" wit ' ittee. how r, had ked into f2 ies and settled on stnail tracts of land, and expended aj) 

| move hat y { heir mea in buildings and other improvements to provide a 

I 3s fucth sidera What i mare home He denounced the miraction of their pos 

its. it Was ainly a Sropose esta sessions 48 Unjust and odious in the extreme, and contended 

1 Nati Exche eca be S200). O00.0) a ha » Governme could have a moral right to treat such 

. re W Asu rency of go ‘ in the manner they were treated under the provisions 

I . ) rv ful pury lalist ct He matntained thatit was the duty of the Govern 

: v1 . : itute a coi ‘ i wl it foundits legislation operating unjustly, to retrace 

i i leg f in pay t 3, and it was su its ste} s Was the operation of this law, and it had now 

i pu t \ int f is of Copper ecome ® patriouc duty o aators Who had voted for jts 

re vo t ire ions wo f cur enactment. to yleld their prejudices, anc make atonement by 

' y ' noun oper, after being coined, repeall re 0 restricuons of the law. There was no 

i » te [ ew V reasons urged ff those restrictions that had not met the unqualified con 

‘ é which Was e currency i lemnation of the peor ile contrasted the policy of this a¢ 

. if] W be rv el with the established policy of this Government heretofore, and 

Wy wthee y undsilver. Tle moved that the showed at more iniquitous aod injurious restrictions coulj 

} reed from the further ¢ eration of th 1ot be devised—restrictions more at war with sound principles 

al of political economy than those complained of 

N ALLEN sa it W jue toh yeay if he Avarice, in its wildest freaks, never conceived the policy of 

{ believed that tt emorialist Was seri » the sys selling from these settlers their improved lands to fill the cof 

. ha en suggested, he would 1 lave prese i fers of the public Tieasury, ull the act of the last session, 

: Sintuts Lhe me was certa ravagar , which owesits origina to distribution and the dominant party 
owever peculiar were the views me jalist. they Let it be remembered who it was passed that act Phe story 

nore se than those of gentl more conspicuou has been told in thousands of log cabins, the Inmates of whic! 

mad The memorialist and his family were re will long remember it. Within the last six months, the effect 

persons, and it was not hisdesign to impose upon the of its impression on their hearts had been told in tones of thun. 

= e anv trivial matter: besides be was a worthy man. and der. Heurged that not a trivial question, nor one af 

ill he (Mr. ALLEN] knew, a sensible one, but on the fina fecting a smal] and obscure portion of the citizens of this Union; 

ul and Exchequer proje¢ f the day, he had taken the liberty, it afi 1! immediately or remo ely tive millions of people, 

‘ e understanding of statesmen, to indulge in his COMPTIsIng te iry share of the bune, sinew, and muscle, 

; Retin which made up rength, the energy, and the power of the 
i sinittee was discharged fi he further ¢ lera country. The settlers on the public lands formee a class :f 
| yf the memoria citizens who had pecuiiar claims on the Government for en- 
| Several adverse reports of committees were taken from the courageinen 1e act of distribution, in fous een or fifteen 
| \ eannarned 4a iw the Gonate of its provisions, was an é {legislation against Uhem—an act 
On mouon of Mr. KING, it was of the most unjust and flagitious character. Many of these 
Re red, That the Committee onthe Public Lands be ir provisions were at war with the spirit and genius ot this Go 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing William vernment, and openly unconstitutional—particularly that 





which coerced acitizen on accountof rights secured to him by 
the Constitution—rights of locomotion and perfect free. 
dom as to the possession of, and liberty to do what he pleases 
with, his property; for it denied a man owning 
land by imbheritance, donation, purchase, or marriage—land 
that might be useless or unsaleable, from settling on the public 
domain upon the sameterms as other citizens; or, if such a 
man had been a set ind spent his money and laBor on im 

provements to make a home for himself and family, in perfec 

ignorance of this law, or at so remote a polnt from any land 
office as not to be able to learn its restricuons, he might be dis. 
possessed by a new comer, who should erect a shanty on his 
farm, and occupy itbutthree days. He further remarked, that 
ie Class of cluzens whoc posed the settlers on the public 
lands, in advance of theu dolor sale, was a class ac- 
tive, enterprising, indus nest, and independent, who 
would as peaceably, yet determinedly, assert their mghis and 
maintain them, as any member of the Senate itself, should his 
rights be invaded by an miqu:tous and detestable enactment 
Already had large meetings vo! most respectabie citizens, who 
had settled on the public lands, taken place in Illinois, at which 
resolutions were passed showing the utter impossibility of car 
rying the provisions of this law comp iained of, into operation 
He read several of these resolutious, and called upon the Se- 
nate, before it was too late, soto modily the act as to remove 














from itthe features of injustice Which necessarily 1.d to sucha 
State of} things, and su resolutions 
Mr. SMICH of Indiana obtained the floor, and expressed a 


lesire to speak onthe bi 1, but y elded to 
Mr. CLAY, whe said that there was a special order for to 
| therefore he hoped that the Senator would desist from 

joing so 

Mr. SEVIER observed that, as it was late in the day, he hoped 
they would go on with the subject now before them. 

Mr. CLAY again expressed his desiredo take up the special 
order. 

Mr. KING reminded him that the business pending must 
vosed of by a mouion. 

Mr. CLAY then moved to lay the land bill 
with a view to take up the speviaLorder 

The question being take ere appeared—ayes 12, noes 10; 
but no quorum having voted, 

Mr. CLAY expvessed a hope that gentlemen would vote one 
way or the other lisposition of the Senate not to 





first be disy 


upon the table, 








If it was the d 
ac: upon his resolutions, he would abide by it. 

The question was again taken—ayes 16, noes 1!—and the bill 
was laid upon the table; an 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolutions of Mr. CLay, to increase the tariff above the maxt- 
o repeal that provision of the 
) requires its operation to be suspended if 
wre than £0 per cent. be demanded to support the 

to retrench and to e onomize the expenses of 
Government; and Mr. Wricut’s amendments thereto in favor 

ractical economy by abolish flices, by topping 
| offall unnecessary expenses i Congress and all the Depart 
ments of the Government, and by repealing the distribution act, 

80 as torender any increase O! the t riff above the compromise 
| act, orany new burcens on the people, unnecessary. 
rhe first resolution wasread, as follows 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the General Government, 
in conducti: 3 alministration,to provide an adequate reve- 
nue within the year to meet the current expenses of the yeat; 

| and that any expedient ether by Joan or by Treasury notes, to 
supply, in Ume of peace, a deficiency of revenue, especially 
during successiveyears, is unWise, and must lead to pernicious 
consequences 

The CHAIR asked if the Senate were ready for the question 

on the resolution. 

Mr. KING remarked that various amendments had been pro 
posed to the resolutions by the Senator frem New York, (Mr. 
WriGat. ] 

Mr. CLAY said that the amendments did not apply to the first 
resolution; and as no objection had been made tv it, he hoped 
that the question would be taken upon itat this time. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that as some gentleman might de: 
sire to address the Senate upon the subject, he would move to 
postpone the further consideration of the resolutions until to 
morrow 
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Mr. CLAY said thathe was perfectly willing, if any gentle- | 


\ 
man desired tospeak, to postpone the resolutions uoul to-mor- || 


row, with the undersisnding that they would then take them 
up, and proceed with their consideration, from day to day, until 
they were disposed of, without permittig any other business to 
intervene 

Mr. SEVIER hoped that, \! any gentleman desired to speas, 
he might be permitted todo so. He though! one subject should 
he disposed of before proceeding to the consideration ot another. | 
He hoped, therefore, the Land bill might be cisposed of then 

The Senate, however, on motion, went into Executive session, 
and after some time spent therein, 

Adjourned.} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WeEpDNESDAY, March 9%, 1542 


The Journal of yesterday wae read and approved 

Mr. REYNOLDS asked leave to presenta petition. Ob- 
ected to 

Mr. BARNARD rose and asked the House, at this ume, to 
consider the resolution heretotore offered by him (but not ie- 
seived) in relation to the re-ari 





sement of the hall 





Mr. ROOSEVELT inguired whether the first business in or- |] 


jer was not the Executive communication yesterday received In 
relation to the condition of the public Treasury 

Mr. HALSTED rose, he said, toa privileged questior 

Mr. HALSTED, from the majority of the Conimittee of Elec- 
ions, made a report; which, without being read, or the | 
port thereof stated, was laid on the table, and ordered .o be 
printed. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that s¢ resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 

Mr. BARNARD asked Mr. fF. to waive the motion, to enable 
him to offer the resolution above referred to, 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed himee!f willing to do so, if the gen- 
tleman would consent & withdraw the resolution should objec 
tion be made 

Mr. BARNARD did not (as the Reporter understood) consent 
tothe terms, but offered his resolution. 

And (objection being made) moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer the lution, 

But the SPEAKER said the motion of the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Fittmore] had precedence 

GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | 

And the motion of Mr. Firimore having prevailed, and the 
rules being suspended for the purpose, the House resolved itseif 
into Committee of the Whule on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 
Baiaas, of Massachusetts, in the chair,) and resumed the cousi- | 
leration of the bill making apjropriau for 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the year 1542, 

When the committee rose’ yesterday the fo|lowirg item was 
inder consideration 

“No. 15. Fer inciden 
partment of State includ! 
$25 000, 

Which item had heretofore been amended, on the motion of 
Mv. Firtmore, (made under the direction of the Committee 
of Ways and Means,) by the addition of the following pro- 
viso; 

“Provided that the job printing, stationery and binding ofeach } 
of the Executive Departments shail, until otherwi e direcied by 
law, be furnished vy contract, proposals for which shall be regu- 
larly advertised for in the public prints; the classes, character 
and description of the printing being s 
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fand contingent € 





xpenses of the De- 








g publishing and ibuung thelaws, | 


pecified in each acdver- 





tisement, as far hat can be done, being made a econdi- 
tion in all cases, unless otherwisespee fcally stated in tie ad- 
vertisement, that the work shall be done in the city of Wash- 


ington; and the contract shallin each case, so far as the propo- 











sals and acceptance shall enable the contract to be made, be 

given tothe lowest bidder, whose bid shall be accompanied 

with proper testimonials of the a iility of the bidder to fulfil his 
mntract.” 





To this item, as heretofore amended by the adoption of the 
above proviso, Mr. Wise had yesterday moved an amendment 
to strike out from the fifteenth clause of the bill, as amended 
mn the motion of Mr. Fit~tmore, all after the word 7? 
in the 77th line, and insert in lieu thereof the words 








read 

“For incidental and contingent expenses of the Department 
of State, including publishing and distributing the laws, $24,- 
SOO? 

And the question now recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
Wise— 

Mr. 8. MASON was entitled to the floor, but being for 
moment out of his seat— 

Mr. McKEON ros2 and observed that asthe gentleman from 
Ohio, who was entitled to the fluor, [Mr. Mason,] was absent, 
he would take the opportunity of presenung his views on the 
motion under consideration. If he understood it, it was to strike 
from the bill the proviso inserted on the recommendation of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Meaas, that the sta- 
tionery, job printing, and binding of the Executive Department 
shali be furnished by contracts, &c. As he was disposed to 
sustdin that proviso, he would offer a few considerations in its 
support. This proposition origimally came from gentlemen 
who were now in the majority of that House,and was putina till 
of 1839 on the motion of the colleague at that time of the « 
man from Ohio. He believed he was right in suggesting the name 
of Mr. Bonn. 

Before he proceeded to give the history of this amendment, i 
might be proper to show why It was now introduced Into this 
bill. It was unquestionably the expectation of those who in- 
serted the provision, in the bill of 1839, that it would 

! 














remain the permanent law of the land; but that ex- 
pectation had been defeated by the adjudication of the 
Supreme Court, and the action of the present Exe 


cutive Pepartment of the Governmen The Supreme 
Court had decided not only in the case of Gratiot, but also in 
the case of Mines, that these restrictions 1 appropriations ap 
plied only to the billsin whichthey were found, and expired 
with those appropriation bill Phe Executive Department, 
following, aa they supposed, the principle tiled in th > Caser, 
had conformed to those principles, and come to the con 
clusion that the centract system was not any longer ope 


rating on the printing. The Committee of Waysand Means, 

finding that two Departments (‘he Judicial and Legislative) 

had agreed with regard to the non-existence of the law but be- 

lieving in its propriety, that committee recommended its re-er 

actment, and without objection it has been inserted in this bill 
* 


| 
“twenty-four thousand five hundred dollars,” so that it will 
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The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 
by him (Mr. McK.) to inquire why was this re-enacte 








5 i Li was 
a permanent law It nol a permanent law; il was so s¢ 
tied by those who construe ot aws, and those who wi hay 


the execution of our laws. Hehcped this would be sufficient 

answer to the inquiry 
The « x} iene y ol this proviso had been alre ady settled by 
yores of genilem mn this floor. By referring tothe Journal of 
1839, we would discover by whose votes were 
propriation bill of t 
! 





serte 





the proviso that this print 
be done by iven tothe lowest bidder 

was made to strike the restriction out. The motion 
strike outthe proviso, which he be 


contra 





lieved was in the very words 





of the provision under debate. The motion was rejected by 
votes of Lhe gentlemen, whose names he would read, if in order 
so ta do Some of them were members of this House 

The CHAR said it was in order 





McK. then read the names ofa number of gentleman w 
against the motion, am which were the followi 
John Qaincy Adams, John Bell, Wm. Key Bond, Briggs, Ca 
houn, Wm. B. Campbell, Campbell, Zadok Casey, Timothy 
Childs, Edward Curtis, Caleb Cust , Edmund Debeny, E 
ward Everett, Miilard Fillmore, Hiland HMal!, &c. ending wi 
Henry A. Wis 

Mr. STANLY wished to know what the gentlem 











€ im Was I a 

Ing from; whether he fo 1hisown name there in favor ot 1 
ceiving a petition to dissolve the Union, or in favor of receivi 
a petition from negroes 

Mr. McKEON sai he was reading the votes of gentleme 
on the tion to strike out, with a view toshow that t! vl 
had now the power would have an opportunity reassering 
the principle he prov:so 


Mr. McK. said he had examined the history of this ame 

















ment, and f itit was adopted after a very vere ( est, 
notoniy iW this House, but between this House and the Senate 
After having been ado; y this House, it was set » ihe 
: where it was W the bil n ick 

" ie S ile. another scene i a re which m} 
usefully referred to, for urpose of answering those gen 
tlemen who Insist that any 6 0 Sti ju l Wilt I 
this bill In 1839, it not only retarded, but actua ly endangers 

bill. He referred the committee to the history of the 
yf that period. Heread the following 
“GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILI 

“The amendments o le Senate to this bil m Which they 
insisted, viz: to have the Executive printit ling d 
upon advertised contract, and the one inrelation tothe Doc 
mentary History, were taken uy 

“Mr. Bonp, at whose instance tl i 1 had bee 
engrafted upon the t riginally, ed its expe 
diency, and moved that the House 

The Cuarir explaine at tt vuld peril 
whole bi i it h Houses adhere, ill would be 

“Mr. Bonp was aw f the consequences, but he ruld 
ersist in | moo er s 

“Mr Mchennan did pe the ntleman would su 
the motion to “instst,’’? and not peril the billin this way, 

Mr. Bonp substituted a motion to insist 

“Mr. Rives, as being more respectful to the other body, 
moved that House rece from its disagreeme 
proposed amendment of the Senate 

“Mr. “AMPBELL of Tennessee demanded the yeas and nay 


which were orderet / 
“Mr. HARLAN sald, as{the Executive printing had been a mo 


iv fer years, he hoped the pr ssed anti-m 
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ik \ twas, yé 
aad , vielde Vv 
e allusi 1OW (Na dns 
ing I n of the put Work 
cite 0 mn nofthe D 
igainst € D beze Al 
every mechanic—to havea faik 
Res Ap this proviso would take 
the printing from the papers frien y the present Administra- 
tion. He could not di ver wl necessity, this should 





is weilan 
could not, he saw no reason why 


Ifthey would do t cheaper than others, let 























an } au any rightto claim superiot 
advantages over otl i ire of > of the 
Departments. For himse!f, p of no which he 
sheuld, under such circumst: to givea 
preference even to tis { nds, at the loss and saeri 
fice of the whole pu vuuld this be an excey 
tion to the rulesin all D: partments with regard to supplies 
You contract for timber tor your vessels—for for your 
houses—supplies for your army and navy, ai lwhy st ly 
now say that this printing matter should be an exception? It 
a busines We nnd ood—filled wit® men of tadustry. 
talents, of capital. and eorliy and zeal all th il 
excluded t ustain, perha ne ma r ¢ et of men. He 
Mr. McK. was ‘or givt equal chance to all. ‘f ~ | 
was nat of y peculiar racter, tha’ it should | iver by 1 
ny majorny to thelr fri 3 If mechanics in vay it i 
f thel ym WO } york Oo the Dey ? ne gas wi and Hi 
cheaper than pet ere » not debar them from their ju i 
share of the VOT I be thrown oper » tt 
healthful opera ve compen 

Mr. Meh cul inthe opinion expressed, as tot 

essity of ting f vurces of Executive patronag 
ready ul f Thee 1 powe 
Execi ! nua the eyes of the nation, a 
some € i i ) ‘ Theil j 

Itheap; we! red nat to ma ‘ 
i il pow I support of 1 ie ular 

presses, ¢ his W The proper ve ! 
nomy \ r Dy ice \\ j t ( ecte 
by i ’ vis Iiw iv va matter eD 

i , Withou \ he (Mr. McK.) | 
the w amount wou et ed which we w Dy i 
ite; but it Ins pt t mpetiti Ww 
bidders ¥ ' u iving | ) Ir 

Mr. McK. sal i iking from I 

) e tha hats} rwiil 1 yW i i 
around it. Reduce it to more | in pProportior mah | 
your Presid ike your Repre i eligib ry tw i| 
years. This done, you would né ear thia continua . 


i} 
, thetic. | 
would not behold these fierce and angry contests on every Pre | 
sidential election, which so frequently, In the struggle ele \ 







































































de the whole movements of the legislative busi 
ness of tl na l 
Mr. MASON Ohio was understood to say, that the princi- 
which had gut himin his public career, was to do that 
which wo sullinthe greatest amount of public good. And 
reference 1 Case of reform to which had allusion had 
en made by the gendeman from New York, [Mr. McKgon,} 
ii wa »b irne in mind that the proviso allude d to was insert. 
ed when ther h Of terror yet existed, and at a ume when 
nothing ibe dene in the way of reform unless some little 
rg ( ibe thrown into an apprepriation bill. The 
eflort. pers in to | | t not without 
atre si] I is gentiemen 
a ides BOW W ere would 
1 yt ice iii digest- 
ed, miceived, and 
1 Phat was 
pri I 
tt igt t ¢ ! } . 
ew 
A t u y t 
cr ’ rot i 4 
ik | oa 
| j ‘ he | 
tive De; i from ¢ 
ess Ippo iby 
C re He did 1 leve that his friends would now 
i ,one Gof their cherished and designated 
| ( nN for y had avowed themselves the advo. 
es of a is of retre hment There had already 
I dur present session more in the way of re- 
chme t en etlects n the last twelve years He 
knew t W be poli to the new-born zeal which the 
arty re we { e mantiested for retreachment 
1 ref “a ig! t ig twelve yearstiey had gone against 
a I nr ( It ru . he last days 
ir | Yiste hey i i forward some | lanes 
sf ) rict torneys; and a flew other 
inl | v ~ proposed about the jast leht of 
} day ¢ { iticalexistence. Butthey were entitled 
or ere 1 rT it ; 
VheCHAIRM = N 1 {1 Mr. M. to confine himself as 
CH aS Possidi i jules n before the House 
M LITH, of Virginia, hoped that, after being allowed to 
buse Demecratic party solong wi'hout imterruption, the 
t man Ww be I i 1 to e 
Mr. MASON eeded to remark that, if any reforms at all 
were na wo ive > ve ace xy the Wh 7 pariv in 
at it of Congr tt litical friends here did not car- 
ry 0 linciple in relation to the public pri ge, he should 
compla ul i ler that wu friends of the party 
7 u } I » tO COmMmriamn He 
Sl Is to ft reatest reforms tl could be 
t ed W cherishe rincl with him when inthe 
1 V it W s now Whether would resalt 
i i ‘ en res would not now sto} nquire 
He w tre ul wherever it could be done consistently 
withthe 5 ic service. ‘Lhis great work of reform yet re 
mat he done 
Mr. M. (afier some further interruption i point o1 er) 
Di ré ’ mn the evil effect political patronage 
the pre f ‘ untry Phe patronage of the Execu 
i ised and was incr yr. The effects of that 
I j trace is by ad stream of light, di- 
I t } t Ca hrot out the twenty- 
Nr. i nadi 
recta { ul 1 i if 
W ) € ir | 2 nh yeia 
t I W ’ her tlem ¢ t rimportant 
far rea j i ‘ th nee ols arating ne 
patrona I ive ( ‘ I he publi 
press, It man moved int er, he pledged 
himeeift rat u ferring ma i i y,one 
ithe ¢ t ! oriog ( nn tee 
ised ic v e subject sh confided 
I ionlid nur ny Wath the ubiect 
frefern uel, if ed, would enonch to di 
1 ud characterize tl istration of the Whig party 
tur ( ‘four y I 
Mr W.SMITII i, when ca here, it was his desire, 
ni : sseribed i 1 to hir to participate in 
bates of the H . riet reference to tl hatter in 
eth ; butalthough he had prescribed that rule to 
f as nO be expe hat he, a of a party 
\ is he heltev i Cl !mnjo ofthe peop'e 
cor I In peace a iear that party ie f nd assailed 
( y rl Congr iY V , he 
W ‘ t t rej ck when 
n He ner ral eir re 
r i i ] men gard 
t y } n r, and 
' pariy i couutry, they ruld have 
el T : 
A " t W t | illustra 
f tt 1one ty with which 
tle ! 1 V hey iw e ger 
Oo vowin { nip fos proposition of 
Virgir Mr. Wi w! ek to ge 
' I ’ iT < in afr 
! ! ea) f Inive tlready proposed 
rt : he ge em fl New 
\ M Ww ‘ reat, orfant, and fun 
i ( W » der f e its 
i ’ yet t @ bien ; ‘ epposed to 
he a [ere ' v W practice and Whis 
j Dur t hire and 
t i ' ? ! ey 
VV i ( \ { dha 
) ence ' Governt ec mi 
ev w : ay 
‘ t i ( Were ibe € 1 ut 
r 
i CITAIRMAN va r 
1 ! Se ut } cor f a re- 
Mr. W. SMITH ew f wing wake of the 
{ () > Ww not conde end |t andy 
with vever, | kl be brief. The gentiemar 
from Ohio had beer We i d he | yped hes ny 
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Now, it was impossible that all these contingencies, as con- 
tingencies, could be necessary to administer this Government. 
Ifthey had increased so forthe last nineteen years, ard con- 
tinued to increase in this rativ, they had only to Jook forward 
nd see that this would soon become a conti: 
—a Governmant of contingencies. He wanted specific estinates 
from the Departments for these expenses. He did not wish to 
embarrass the Governme His object was tw strengthen it in 
the only source of reliable stre: 
could have; and that was in the confidence of the great mass olf 
the people; and the only way to ellect this wasto make it ho- 
nest—to make KM responsible, andiet it be known what they 
expended the public mo.ey for, by cutting off these appropria- 
tions for conungencies, and calling for pecific estimates trom 
the Departments. This was the way he would take to reform; 
and he ventured to say for the heads of the Departments, with- 
out having consulted them, that they would co-operate in it, 
It would puzzle no head of a Department, and not even the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, to say how 
much of these contingent expenses could be dispensed with. 
Any member of the committee could tell the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means how he could retrench. He 
(Mr. G.) would say, knock out the ‘Birds of America,” and 
many other of the unnecessary items which he had read. 

He hoped they would recommitthe bill insome form or other. 
If they chose to strike outt 6 appropriations for conuingencies 
in the bill, nothing was easier than that the chairmanof the 
Committee of Ways and Means should call for specific esti- 
mates on these variousitems. Let them pass that portion of 
the billto which there was no exception, and then bring in 
another bill, for which the estimates for these contingencies 
should be furnished. They must put the hook in the nose of 
this leviathan. 

Mr- FILLMORE said he confessed the speech of the gentle- 
man who had just taken his seat wasa mater of no little sur- 
prise to him, however it might have affected the House. What 
was the situation of the House and of the country with refe- 
rence to the appropriation bill? It had been in committee 
about four weeks; and every opportunity he had had he had 
moved totake it up; and he owed itto the House to say they 
had, in almost all cases, granted his request; and now they had 
only got to the 15th section of about 200 sections in the bill; and 
atlast a gentleman on this floor, who was supposed to possess 
information fromthe Executive Departments of this Govern- 
ment, came and told us that he could answer for them, and taat 
we should strike out the contingent expenses in this bill. 

Mr. GILMER (Mr. F. yielding him the floor for explanation) 
said he did not know what authority the chairman of the Cam- 
mittee of Waysand Means had for defining his (Mr. G’s) reia- 
tions to the Executive. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had said that it was supposed that 
the gentleman had authority from the Executive Departments 
to recommend this course. 
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Mr. GILMER said he represented the people 1 not 
acknowledge the authority of any one to direct him. What he 


had said was, that from his knowledge of the men at the head of 
the Departments, and from their position before the country, 
he thought he could venture, without their authority, to say they 
would co-operate in any wise measure of this sort to aid in re 
form. He wouid say to the gentlen.an ——— 

(Cries of “That's enough;” “this is not exy 

Mr. FILLMORE aaid that in speaking of peculiar rela- 
tions supposed to exist between the gentleman and the Execu- 
tive portion of the Government, he had not intended to use any 
offensive language. He supposed those relations were perfectly 
honorable; but what troubled him was. that the estimates that 
had beensent for the appropriations had come from the Exe- 
cutive Departments in the usual way; and they had supposed 
they migh: rely on them; and that now the gentieman in this 
peculiar relation to the Administration had gone for stuiking out 
allthe contingent appropri tions. I! he (Mr. F.) could be go- 
verned by his feelings instead of his judgment, after this mo- 
tion, he would say, “strike out all the appropriations for con- 
tingent expenses at once ”’ 

{Cries of “Agreed,” “agreed ’’} 

Mr. CUSHING called to order,J remarking that 
abouthim were exclaiming, in audible vaices, “agreed.” 

{Loud cries of ‘‘Agreed,” “strike out,’ “agreed,” 

The CHAIRMAN called the committee to order; aud 

Mr. FILLMORE continued. If such a conrse should he ta 
ken, after the speech of the ger 
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man from Virginia, he wash- 
ed his hands fro:n the consequences of it. He only said thatthe 
Committee of Ways and Means had reported the amoun’s for 
these contingencies from the estimatesof Executive Depart- 
ments; and in {no instance had they exceeded the demands 
but had strictly scrutinized the various items. Whe muld 
be the consequence of pursuing the course indicated } 
peculiar friends of the Administration! There were listle con- 
tingencies to light the various Departments, the req . 
and things indispensable to carry cathe public service; and 
yethere came a motion fromthe supposed pece!i1 s of 
tne Fxecutive to deprive the Depaztment of the Guvernment of 
these requisites. 

Mr. WISE said anolher gentleman [Mr. Carutnsrs] had 
made the motion, and not his colieague |Mr. Gitmer } 

Mr. FILLMORE said he admi 
most warmly endorsed by the gen 
GILMER. ) 

Mr. GILMER. Without my know ; 

Mr. CARRUTHERS (Mr. Fintmore having yielded him 
the floor for explanatien) said he did not know that the gen 
tleman from Virginia intended to make a motion of this ki 
Hehad made the motion en his own responsibilit 
ybjected to being called a peculiar ft 
tion. 

Mr. GILMER (Mr. Finumore yieldi 
redto Mr. Frttmore’s remarks of vesterd , 
Intelligencer of this morning, in which he [Vr. F.] had said that 
the Committee of Ways and Means hada bill under isid 





















that; but the motion was 
lan irom Virginia, (Me. 














co era 
tion relative to the c gent expenses of the Department 
Government. He asked why they should not deferthis subject 
till that bill was reported. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that was the reason 1 urged on 
the committe ani! the peculiar friends of the ulive not to 





press on the committee these motions; becaus 

of Ways and Means had under consid : 

although he cou'd not pledge himseif for the action of the com. 
would be presented re- 





mittee, in due time, he believed, a ited 

gulating these contingent funds. But what had been the course 
of proceeding here? Here wasthe A:lministration on oneside 
calling on the House to act with expedition, because the public 
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service was suffering, and on the other culiar frie || tingent fund not warranted by law; insisting, and calling on the 
of the Administration on this floor were interposing motion Chair to witness, that Mr. FitLpMorg himeelt had been the very 
after motion to obstruct the progress ef this bi Hie had made man firstconcerned, although he now Invoked all the blame on 
ai appeal yesterday morning to the gestieman | Vi i he he fthe President's triends. He referred to the amend 
(Mr. Wisz}to withdraw his admendment ‘o ent proposed by Mr. Davis of Kentucky; the opposiuon to 
and to the ventlernan from Kentucky (Mr. G. Davi oO wal hole J riy Mr. ¢ HINC; and the Ceciaration of 
draw hisameodment. that they mich proces ‘ I . ' ine ata t of this description in 
Phe gentiema ym Virginia withdrew his n ard i i i t were notin order; and to the reversal of 
the gentieman trom Ken tueky withdrew bis; and w hea t} 1 y the Committee of the Whole; to Mr. Cusn- 
done? Then the gentleman from Virgima [Mr. W1 who ID nd remonstance and pretest; and the second decision 
Was supposed also to ¢ rain peculiarly fr vi } of tee sanction ch &@ Proceeding He com- 
the Executive Department of this Government—and he (Mr pared the ar 0 i Mr. Davis, a his juent modigi- 
F.) spoke of thisin an honora le point view—imoved 1 cations of it whine uncer us t 0 a chameleon, which 
sequent amendine which had given rise to this debate; and 1 Wa time green, at ano her blue, at another red, 80 
mizht be interminable, th it was hard to tell what is color Was at any 1) pe- 
Mr. WISE (Mr. F. havire yi he floor) said that he | i le accused Mr. FInemose of having seized on the pre- 
offered his amendment simply t lear of the proviso ¢ 8 text of the apphicanion of a part olt fund to suike 
chairman of the Committee of ind Means, (Mr. Firs at the Madisonmian, and thus deprive ive of what had 
MORE, | Which he had introduced from that committee, 1 Ww i alw eet ¢ ved u der every lmintstrauion- 
he could not withdraw. If the amendmentof the genth i y e of having ay t ’ sea Govern: 
could be withdrawn, he world withdr i " f | beh " er presses expressed the 
Mr. FILLMORE said if he cou hdraw hi vi i If this c¢ i be sanctined by 
ment he would, because he was satisfied that at WOU , t ma ity, and pursu for party ends, then the triends 
reported from the Committee of Ways at Mear i} Pi nit 1 he true principles of reform, 
subject, which would do ample ju But he had not the ind, deprivt e presses on bot des of ali Government pa- 
power todo it, (his amendment having ena j \ > trot me i oing the public printing at Guvernment 
commit ) The gentleman from Vuginia ha e | 
to withdraw = and if he did it, he knew that the bill w Mr. W.a d the w rowal, both by Mr. Davis and 
come from the Committee of Ways and Means, vy himself, of ir respective ameimiuents, a he refusal of Mr. 
might pass on through this biil and dispose of the pu Pins d ! ymitteeto withdraw a proviso already in- 
me in some reasonable tim while ne now ¢ : ‘ ' eer { the t (or printing by contract, which answered the 
by insisting on his amendment. to enter into the g i i rf esi y thatgentieman and his fiends; hus havieg 
cussion of party politics and the printing of the laws in the f hand, wlile Mr. Wiss s was in the bush; retaining 
various papers; and he , rid it was charvea ) widswa ythe oyster, and giving Mr. W. aid Mr. Davis 
those members who 1 ve various ame I e UW tie & ae 
insisted on thern either for the pr of ing { i t I 6 subse que , Gebate, and 
or the other. He had no d but the gentleman. o t ! yamend, the o! which had proceeded, 
this amendment, was actuated by hor ible mou i » Mr. W ( ur Mr G LMER rom the gene 
called on him, on the commiutt md oO niry ! ! e Mr. Car tab! Mi ough 
i.otice who it was that prevented they ion of ) Ht ed Mr. I -gaeapenter pasion segaece' 
business, i chargl this on the Pa ‘ 3 ds, (0 
Mr. CARUTHERS asked if the gentleman would per hii oy iM there wae ny Bune H the hatter, 
to inquire whether there had been any delay on tl bil! except nn Vas tl) : anty an, and the ¢ i of the 
on the clauses for ¢ ingent expenses! \ we res} sibic Wr having sat one yenormous & 
Mr FILLMORE. Certainty } 1 i order as (0 al w u 4 ients gong 
Mr. CARUTHERS. Tien it was an argument to strike them » change thie Ws of (he land to be Introguced Into an appro- 
out, I i oe at - rer " 
Mr. FILLMORE. But did not the get ’ rceive th If the } Ro shi be insisted on, then Mr. W. should insist 
it Was a course never before pursued in this Ho » and waar magain b i yward his proy nee i! regard t ee 
hat } 1 the y Hien >the centleny depree } nd mie pre iid ty debatine tt, af eading ali the cdocuments 
ae iine very alniculily the ¢ ema leprecated, and ; Mir. W » of the: treed 





is debate, by delaying all proceedings in thi ot 
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those who removed from their own land to resid 
ucon the public lands; and so much of said act as 
denies a preemption to all persons who are not 
cu zens of the Uaited States, or who had not filed 

eir application yme citizens, before th 
ettled opon the ‘ands. 
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floor, replied at jengih to the arguments of 
McReBerts on yes‘erday, contending that no pre- 
plion iaAWw had evel i ps t { V it D iLo- 
( ic party, or since the torma'ion of the Govern- 
ment, \ hoze provi is ere SU il al n 
empii e a h ( pul . he Dis. 
H ] yr 1! |——_{) 2s he il the first } spee- 
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{ OW That the ! ] on on ih AW @galinst 
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tioh Wi a faree portion of the Dem tic Sena 
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afor trem | OIS asserted attached to the 
big party in consequence of it, and a'l the de- 
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: i of rene ’ . H t i~ing Was, 

t oppose them ) cr 1 ,buatto t c 
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